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MEET OUR NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
We are very pleased to announce that Karen Zengel has been selected as our new
Executive Director. Karen is joining our Society on September 1st. Karen is a native of
West Virginia and moved to the Northern Kentucky area 18 years ago to start working at the Nielsen Company.
Rising to the position of Vice President of Innovation Practice, Karen’s expertise is in
client relations and teambuilding. She brings a wealth of experience to our Society,
and we are certain that she will do great things for our Society and more importantly
for those we serve. Karen holds an undergraduate degree from Bethany College and
an MBA from Xavier University.
Throughout our extensive interviewing process, it was very apparent that Karen embraces our mission and has a very deep seeded passion for helping those in need.
When asked why Karen pursued our position, she said “I’ve become more aware of
the gift God gave us to love others no matter what, and to bring light to those who
need it. I am looking forward to contributing at St. Vincent de Paul, as we continue to make a significant impact on the
lives of those who need to see Christ’s love at work in today’s world”.
Karen has been very active with the United Way serving as Chairperson of their Action Council and leading Nielsen’s
corporate giving program. Karen, her husband Don and their children, are members of St. Mary Parish in Alexandria.
She is very active in the CLOW program & St. Mary’s Christ Renews His Parish program. Please come to our September
23rd Feast Day Mass to say hello to Karen and welcome her to our Society.

Please Join Us in Celebration!
It’s that time of the year when we come together as a Vincentian family to celebrate St. Vincent de Paul’s Feast Day and to
give thanks for all of the blessings our Society has been given.
This year’s ‘Mass and Celebration’ will be held on Saturday,
September 23rd. Our location will be at St. Cecilia Church in Independence. Bishop Foys will celebrate the Mass and join us at
the church for our annual fellowship meeting. Mass begins at
10:00 am with the celebration brunch immediately following.
Thank you so much to Dan and Mary Miller and our entire St.
Cecilia Conference for coordinating this event.
We will honor our Norbert F. DeJaco Vincentian Service Award
recipients, Deacon Mike and Joyce Lyman from our St. William
Conference. In addition we have five Vincentians who will be
recognized as our Jubilarians for having served 25 years with
our Society. Those members are Bonnie Sarge and Carl Biery

from our St. Therese Conference, Bill Janszen from the
Cathedral Conference, Bill Schneider from St. Bernard
and Tom Kennedy from Blessed Sacrament. We give
thanks for all of these wonderful Vincentians who have
shown an incredible commitment to our neighbors in
need.
Please call Carolyn Ashcraft at 859-446-7720 or e-mail her
at carolyn.ashcraft@svdpnky.org to RSVP your spot so
we can get a good idea on how much food we should
prepare for the celebration.
Always remember the real reason why we hold this
event. We want to say thank you to all of our Northern
Kentucky Vincentian family for the many acts of kindness
you perform throughout the year to help our neighbors
in need. You perform little miracles every day and we
always want you to remember that so many people are
grateful for what you do.
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“Go forth and set the World on Fire.”
These are the reported words
of St. Ignatius Loyola to St.
Francis Xavier as he set sail to
the Far East to bring the Good
News to India, China, and Japan. Seven years ago, we
selected Ralph Bradburn to
rekindle the fires of Faith,
Hope, and Love in Northern
Kentucky for the Society of St.
Vincent de Paul. We believe
that he accomplished that mission. From day one, he
walked in Faith, served in Hope, and acted with Love. The
families we serve in Northern Kentucky have benefited
from his dedicated service.
I could list his many accomplishments over the years. But,
to those of us who worked with him, we know what they
are. His dedication to our mission was demonstrated by his
daily actions. He lived the words of G.K. Chesterton “Your
actions shout so loud, I can’t hear what you say.” He never
lost focus of the mission.

Meet the Recipients of this year’s
Norbert F. DeJaco
Vincentian Service Award
Deacon Mike and Joyce Lyman of our St. William Conference have been selected as our 2017 Norbert F. DeJaco
Vincentian Service Award recipients.
This award was established in 2013 to recognize Vincentians who have shown dedicated service to our neighbors
in need. That service
can be performed at
the Conference level,
Council, Regional or
National level of the
Society. Previous recipients of this award
have been 2013 –
Norb DeJaco; 2014 –
Bill and Vicki Biery;
2015- Stan & Rita Bond; and in 2016 – Phil Vaske.
Mike and Joyce have done amazing things for their neighbors in Williamstown. Having very few community resources compared to our northern counties, Mike, Joyce
and their fellow Vincentians at St. William, are many
times the only source of assistance for the residents of
Grant County. Their accomplishments are too numerous
to capture here, but they helped establish the St. William
SVdP food pantry. Joyce served as Conference President
for eight years, during which time she served on the 2010
Executive Director Search Committee; and was the driving

Ralph was the face and voice of our ministry to the public
and all organizations within the Diocese of Covington. Over
the last 7 years, he continually improved our prominence
with all relevant partners. Bishop Foys has great respect for
Ralph’s accomplishments and efforts. Ralph developed relationships with foundations that have collaborated financially
with us. Our ministry has improved with his skillful leadership. He is greatly respected within the National SVdP organization for his contributions. Dick Reimbold, our Regional Vice
President, recognized the great work by Ralph over the years
and was saddened to learn that Ralph was retiring. Cincinnati
SVdP continually expressed their appreciation for Ralph’s
contributions in the Greater Cincinnati area over the years.
To say that he will be missed is an understatement.
As we know, the three essential elements of the Society are
spirituality, friendship, and service. The spirituality and service have led Ralph and I to friendship. I am sure that most
of us in Northern Kentucky SVdP feel the same way. Ralph,
you will be greatly missed. God be with you in all you do.
Dennis Coyne , President SVdP Northern Kentucky

force behind this ‘Newsflash’ newsletter. She remains very
involved with that publication. Joyce prepares an annual application for our St. William Conference to receive funds
through the Diocesan DPAA grant program. Mike is the lead
instructor on our Ozanam Training program and started our
annual Vincentian Spiritual Retreat program. Deacon Mike
has also become our Mideast Regional Spiritual Advisor and
provides a very insightful weekly reflection, that is shared
with all of our Mideast region Vincentians and can be found
on our Council website. Mike served on our 2017 Executive
Director Search Committee.
Perhaps the most impactful program they have developed is
our “Turn the Corner” program. Through that program two
single parent families in Grant County have received in-depth
training, spiritual support and assistance in order to help
them truly turn the corner and take control of their lives. The
result is that they have moved from a life of need to a life of
self-sufficiency. Mike shares the challenges, blessings and results of this program at the SVdP National meeting.
While the selection of Mike and Joyce for this award wasn’t
easy, given the number of dedicated Vincentians that were
nominated, they are certainly deserving of this honor. They
truly make a difference in Williamstown, at our Council, at our
Mideast Regional and even at our National Society. Please
join us at our September 23rd ‘Feast Day Mass and Celebration’ as we recognize and thank Mike and Joyce.

Ralph Bradburn, Executive Director

2010-2017
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God’s Divine Providence at Work
There are a couple things you come to realize pretty quickly when you spend a little time with
Ralph Bradburn. First, this is a man of great humility and faith. Second, he is a man with a true
Vincentian heart. God’s Divine Providence is so clearly evident in his life and that of our SVdP
Council. I had the opportunity to reflect on his seven years as our Executive Director as well as
to hear about his vision for the future – both ours and his!
Ralph coming to us as ED was not by happenstance. God led him here through the events of his
life, preparing him for his mission and answering the need of an organization that was begging
for direction. Ralph developed the skills he needed in the for profit world of banking. God always had a different plan for him though. He grew up Episcopalian converting to Catholicism as
an adult. He planned and studied to be a minister in the church. One problem though – in his
faith he had to pay for the seminary and he couldn’t afford it. While successful in business the question which always
nagged him – “who benefits from what we do?’ He took a job at Mercy High School as Business Manager. This still didn’t get him where God wanted him. That’s when the ED position with SVdP became available. Ralph tells me he has had
many jobs he has enjoyed, but only one that he has loved. His passion and his mission is fulfilled through SVdP.
Ralph tells me he is blest. In a society that is so cynical and filled with disturbing news, every day brings three images
before him that drive his passion. First is the crucifix of our Lord above his desk reminding him of sacrifices and suffering
beyond imagination. Second are the faces of those we serve who accept their crosses with such grace, dignity and faith.
Third are the examples of all the Vincentian volunteers who give so freely of their time, their gifts and their love for both
God and our brothers and sisters in need. His greatest moment of inspiration came four months into the job. He was
giving a talk to 30 elderly people. A third of them couldn’t hear and another third went to sleep. After the talk, one lady
came up and thanked him for coming. She said her husband had worked for SVdP. She handed him a dollar. It was a
dollar more than she had to give, but she wanted him to have it.
During his time with us he has helped to move us beyond personal agendas placing God’s agenda squarely front and
center. He has helped restore the strength and spirit of volunteerism throughout SVdP in Northern Kentucky. He agrees
with the National SVdP vision for increased involvement and engagement of younger people as Vincentians. He also
hopes that we continue to pursue solutions which work towards systemic change and transformation of the lives of
those we help. He is confident that Karen will find the same spirit and passion which he has found in the society. He
reminds her and all of us to never forget the mission – “an amazing mission” – which is captured in the hearts, the faces
and the spirit of those we minister to.
For him, he is going to Florida and looking to find a position to continue serving people. He and Gretchen look forward
to travelling the back roads on trips to visit their children around the country. They want to spend time enjoying each
other and their dogs as they travel at their pace. We thank God for the blessing Ralph has been to us and that SVdP has
been to him. Thank you from all of us and best wishes on your future endeavors.

Deacon Mike

With the fall fast approaching are you cleaning
out closets? Please consider donating new and
gently used coats to St. Vincent de Paul for the annual Coat Drive to be held in November and December. There is a special need for children and
large adult coats.
Donate coats at any thrift store location or at any
of the St. Vincent de Paul donation bins located at
various parishes. If you wish to make a monetary
donation, please visit www.svdpnky.org and click
on the DONATE link.
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New Vincentian Volunteers Embracing the Call to Serve!
In May, 2017 St. Therese offered an SVdP “Invitation to ty Egan, a Vincentian from Mother of God, met with the St.
Serve” at their Saturday & Sunday masses. John Paolucci, Therese volunteers for a CMS training orientation. It was
Missy Mozea, Bonnie Sarge & Carl Biery read the invitation. well received and the volunteers were quick learners. John
reports that the new Vincentians are doing great and enjoy
From this outward invitation six St. Therese parishioners
learning from the rich insights of seasoned Vincentians. He
followed the inner calling of their hearts from God to serve.
helps them any way he can with CMS and home visits.
Renee DelPico, Linda and Jim Niewahner, Al Schnieder, BonWhen he doesn’t know the answer he refers them to Marnie Smith and Joan Verax stepped forward and are joyfully
garet (or takes the questions to her on their behalf). She is a
serving as St. Therese’s newest SVdP Vincentians.
wonderful support and welcomes all Vincentians to come to
John Paolucci, President of St. Therese Conference spent 3 her with questions, concerns and praises.
years as a caseworker at St. Therese. He then took a yearMargaret has two new part-time employees, Sister Maria
long break during which he saw an ad in The Messenger askTherese Schappert, SND and Bev Konerman, who will both
ing for volunteers for the St. Vincent de Paul call center. Folbe assisting her with support and continuing the developlowing God’s lead, he began and continues volunteering in
ment of the CMS website for Vincentian questions. Bev and
the call center.
Sr. Maria Therese look forward to meeting you soon.
Through his experience in the call cen- The oldest Vincentian at St. Therese is 88. His name is Clarter, he realized that ence. He has no computer and no car, but that doesn’t keep
the CMS tracking him from making home visits! For Vincentians who wish to
system is an effective serve, who don’t work with computers, John pairs them
and user friendly with those who are computer savvy and can enter client
system to keep track visits in Formation in CMS. John encourages Vincentian Volof clients, hours unteers to remember two important things as you serve
spent, mileage and and encourage others to serve:
help given. After a
 Who and Why are you serving
couple months John re-connected with his fellow Vincen SVdP CMS support system is a great tool
tians at St. Therese.
Be encouraged and have faith if you are hoping for new volJohn describes St. Therese as a church with a great pastor
unteers! God is already moving in the hearts of those who
with friendly, generous parishioners who support a tuition
will serve in our communities. All we need to do is ASK.
free school and carries on a long legacy of active Vincentians
serving their neighbors.
Sharon Lester, Advancement Office Assistant
In June, 2017 John, Margaret Rahn (Conference Relations
Manager), Sharon Lester (Advancement Assistant) and Chris-

Recharge your Batteries!
Ministry work can be exhausting! Taking a day to step back, reflect on what we are doing, and spend time focused on
our needs is really a good thing to do. On October 28th, we will have a day of spiritual reflection and retreat at St. Anne’s
retreat center in Melbourne, Ky. It is worth spending the day on the grounds just for the peacefulness of the location
itself. To have a day shaped and formed by prayer and reflection makes it that much better. This day is for all Vincentians, but especially those who have been at it a while – and maybe need a break. It is a day for you - each of you – to
have time alone, with God and with each other. We will begin with the celebration of the Liturgy of the Mass together.
There will be adoration and the ‘Sacrament of Reconciliation’ will be available. The day begins at 9am; ends at 4pm. As a
Vincentian, our Council is making this day available to you at no charge so that you can re-charge. Come and rest with us,
in a sacred space!
Registration for this Retreat day and/or the Ozanam training is as easy as it gets. Simply send an email to Deacon Mike
Lyman for either day at deaconmikelyman1@gmail.com with your name, email, phone number, & conference. A confirmation note will be sent to you. “You don’t have email,” you say. Not a problem – just send Deacon Mike a text or call
him at 1-859-806-4440.
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Stewardship in Action
Since our inception, nearly 3 years ago, we have prayed &
been aware of the hand of God working on our behalf in
the generosity of our parishioners, but sometimes we
need to slow down and open our hearts and minds to see
it in action. Our founder, Frederick Ozanam, guides us not
to hoard our resources, but to depend on the charity of
our community to supply our neighbor’s needs. This calls
on us to live our faith by supporting our families and
trusting that God (and our congregation) will provide the
necessary resources. It recently has been a powerful lesson learned for us.
At Easter we posted a request in the bulletin for bicycles
for our neighbors in need. We meet a lot people who have
no means of transportation other than walking or riding
the bus, which can be expensive and inconvenient as tickets and timely schedules are hard to manage. This can be a
huge barrier for those trying to hold down a job. Imagine
an hour and a half walk and bus ride just to arrive on time
for your four hour shift at your current employer.

Then there was a Purple Heart, American Vet who is struggling with a variety of issues. He needed a simple cruiser
kind of bike because all the gears were more than he could
handle. He felt like a kid at Christmas riding his Schwinn
Cruiser around the hotel parking lot. What a joy!!!
Sometimes God whispers to us in very simple ways. St Tim’s
SVDP thanks you for your continued generosity to our
neighbors in need through Saint Vincent de Paul. Stay tuned
for more special requests and heart-warming stories.
We hold most precious your prayers for our success and
your gifts of food and donations, whether one time, monthly or in memory of a loved one. Monthly donations have a
distinct advantage allowing us to plan our gifting to deserving families. Thank you.

The bikes started to roll in from our generous parishioners.
The first one was a nice women's hybrid bike. Our first request was from a lady in her 50s who had to struggle to
resurrect her bike riding skills.
Picture, a six-year-old child learning to ride a bicycle for
the first time. You should have seen the bright smile on
her face when she realized she hadn't forgotten how to
ride a bike after all these years. Next came a 66-year-old
gentleman who asked for one of those fancy bikes with
gears and hand brakes. Well, sure enough, a mountain
bike showed up and another happy face appeared when
he mastered shifting all the gears and was able to stop
without rolling over the handle bars.

Bill Anderson, President St. Timothy Conference

Garth Harden, an employee at SVdP, began
volunteering his time for the Longest Yard Sale in
the U.S. 4 years ago. Last weekend they cleared
over $3,000 for SVdP to help those in need. Their
booth was in front of St. Timothy Parish and they
were told that they had the best booth with
great items for sale. Members of St. Timothy,
some of them teens, helped with the booth.

“ Reserve” your spot for Ozanam
You cannot give what you do not have!! I am not quite sure who first told me that – or where it comes from –
but what I do know is the truth of that statement. As Vincentians, we are called to ministry to those in need for
the purpose – first and foremost – of building our spirituality and as a consequence, the kingdom of God. Saint
Vincent de Paul (SVdP) has a rich history and tradition which sets the foundation of the vocation we are all called
to. In order for us to effectively live our vocation, we must first understand and embrace it. For this purpose, we
provide Ozanam Orientation to all new Vincentians.
Ozanam Orientation is the appropriate introduction to SVdP for all new Vincentians. It is highly recommended
that those considering this ministry attend the first session possible. It grounds them in our history, mission, purpose and ways as Vincentians. The day runs from 8am to 3pm and lunch is provided. The Council provides this
training for free. Our fall session is scheduled for October 21st at IHM parish in Burlington, KY. As one long time
Vincentian who went through it again said, “Even those who have gone through it a long time ago should do so
again. It is an engaging and worthwhile day.”
Deacon Mike

VINCENTIAN NEWSFLASH

Page 6

Family of 13 Receives Help and Helps Others in the Process
In 2016, Vincentians Lou and Marilyn Esselman from the
St. Thomas Conference met with Lacey and her extended
family. At that time, Lacey had just received custody of her
sister’s 4 children as she suffered from a drug addiction
and was expecting another child. Since her sister was unable to care for her children, Lacey welcomed into her family the children and the fifth child when it was born. Lacey
and Joshua have 4 children of their own. The children
range from age 1 to 16, including 3 toddlers, 2 kindergarteners, and a 1st grader.
When the Esselmans met the family they had no beds for
the children. The St. Thomas Conference bought bunk
beds to help with space, other Vincentians donated beds
including a bed for the couple to sleep on, and some of the
beds were donated through the SVdP Sweet Dreams Bed
Program. St. Thomas also provided $300 in school supplies, food, gift cards and assisted with utilities.
In May of 2017, Steven, the children’s great uncle, became
homeless and moved in with the family. He was disabled
as a result of a work injury and was not able to continue
his employment. SVdP was able to provide a bed and food
for him as well. Recently, Steven received a disability

settlement which allowed him to purchase the four bedroom for him and the family. He lives in the basement
while the family lives in the rest of the house. He doesn’t
charge them rent and he helps with the children.
Lacey agrees to pay the taxes on the house, insurance and
utilities. Her income is not enough to completely support
the family, but not having a house payment helps tremendously, as do SNAP benefits, WIC and medical cards. She is
also registered with Brighton Center and involved in their
various programs, such as, free backpacks for the kids
starting school this fall.
Joshua applied for disability, due to back injuries, but was
denied. He is scheduled for back surgery and hopes after
recovery he will be able to work again. In the meantime,
he stays home with the children.
Lou was excited to share this story. The greatest message
in the experience is not only the willingness of many to
help this family, but that the family themselves, being
poor, are willing to take in these 5 children & uncle in order to keep the family together. They are a perfect example of our appeal to Help Us Help Others Help Themselves!

Sharon Lester, Advancement Office Assistant

The ‘Sweet Dr e ams’ Bed Pr o gr am pr ovid es a br ighter to mor r ow
In June the Assistance Office was contacted by Sheila who recently endured the unexpected loss of her daughter. As a
result, she is now guardian for her four grandchildren, ages 6, 7, 9 and 11. Due to her unfortunate circumstances, Sheila
had to relocate to a larger home to accommodate her grandchildren and her child who is 7 years old. While the children
had ample space and shared bedrooms, Sheila was in need of beds for all five children. Vincentians from the Holy Cross
conference visited with Sheila and her family and requested that the beds be ordered, Within two weeks the beds were delivered to the family.
In the fall of 2016, Vincentians from the Blessed Sacrament conference visited
with Derrica and her two children, ages 9 months and 5 years. They had recently
moved to a new apartment after a financial crisis due to identify theft. Unfortunately, Derrica was a victim of an $8,000 fraud. The family was in need of beds
for the children. Derrica received the two beds in the fall as well as food. The Conference recently provided a furniture voucher for a dinette set. Vincentians are
happy to report that Derrica is recovering from the identify theft and has made
much progress in becoming financially stable.
Both families are recovering from traumatic circumstances but never gave up
hope and believe in a brighter tomorrow. They are extremely grateful for the beds for the children. Without the support
of private donors and foundations, we could not offer the bed program. Thanks to grants from the following foundations
we are on our way to surpass our goal of providing 625 beds this year to those in need.
Louis and Melba Schott Foundation

Charles Dater Foundation

Robert and Marian Kennedy Charitable Trust

Elsa Heisel Sule Foundation

Speedway Children’s Charities—Kentucky Chapter

Butler Foundation
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“ T h er e i s N o t h in g Im po s s i bl e w i th G o d ”
When I was asked to share some thoughts and experiences as a new President of our local SVdP conference, I balked!
Why? I had been an active member for a little over a year and I was going to retire in a month as CRE of our parish. I knew
I would have some extra time to give so I accepted being President without knowing everything it entailed. God has a
sense of humor indeed!
My first month started with at least three unusual cases. We had a gentleman come to Church where I was working. He
had no active phone, no gas, no food, no electric and was physically handicapped. He walked with a cane and had an oxygen tube. Where do you begin? I called the Assistance Office for him. After speaking with him, I found out he had a
$2000.00 dollar electric bill. Whoever has a bill that high? It must have been because of his disability. He was not able to
use his oxygen at the house and cooked what he could on a grill. We sent him off with prayer and food. When he was
gone, panic set in. What just happened? I turned it over to the Lord and then called our former President, for which I
thank God profusely.
The support and help I received from our former President, Spiritual Advisor, and conference members was humbling. I
learned to reach out to other conference members and really came to see how awesome it is to be a part of such a caring, generous, and God centered Vincentian family. We did give the gentleman hope and a plan of action and he is now
up and “running”.
Two other complex cases came up; the former President kept telling me that this was not the norm to have so many families in need of serious help right on top of one another. She encouraged me pray for guidance and to take one step at a
time. My Vice-President and Treasurer probably seriously considered not answering the phone when they saw me calling,
but they did answer. They were nothing but supportive and helpful. Other SVdP conferences in the Northern Kentucky
offered their support, helped us with food and financial assistance through twinning for which we are extremely grateful.
It has been almost a year since taking office, but I have learned that there is nothing impossible with God, the Vincentian
family, and people in love with the Lord.
Kathy McDonough, President SVdP St. William Conference

Are you supporting your St. Vincent Conference or Council through the Kroger Community
Rewards Program? You can enroll at anytime.
How does this work? A portion of what you spend at Kroger comes back to St. Vincent de Paul. It costs
you nothing but still helps St. Vincent provide basic necessities to our
neighbors in need.
How do I enroll my Kroger card? Sign in or create a new account at
www.krogercommunityrewards.com There is an option available
on the website to search participating nonprofits and the corresponding five digit NPO number. Select your local Conference by
clicking on the circle to the left of the Conference name. In the
event your local Conference is not listed you can choose to support the Society of St. Vincent de Paul Northern Kentucky. The number is 10288.

Society of St. Vincent de Paul Council of Northern Kentucky
Diocese of Covington
2655 Crescent Springs Road
Covington, KY 41017
(859) 341-3212
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Check out our new website www.svdpnky.org
and follow us on Social Media!

Join us for our 10th Annual Turkeyfoot Trot familyfriendly 5k run/walk on Saturday, November 11th,
2017 at 9:00 am beginning and ending at St. Barbara Parish in Erlanger. The event includes chip timing,
a children’s fun run, great food and door prizes after
the race. All proceeds to benefit St. Vincent de Paul
throughout Northern Kentucky to assist in helping
our neighbors in need with food, rental/utility assistance, and more.
Pre-registration fees for the 5k are $25.00 and include a t-shirt. In-person registration at Tri-State
Running Company during packet pick-up week
(includes shirt while supplies last). Additionally, race
day registration will start at 7:30 a.m. in the church
hall and/or its parking lot. Race day registration fees
are $30.00 for the 5k (includes shirt while supplies
last). For more details and to register online at
www.sprunning.com
Share with your neighbors, family and friends.
We can’t do this without you!

