
Volume IX Issue 1 April 2018 

Jesus in You 
First off, I’d just like to say thank you to all of you.  Your 
warm welcome, offers of help as I settled in and your 
ideas are very much appreciated.  I’ve now been part of 
this wonderful organization for six months.  There have 
been a few wins with strong first quarter results, our 
best annual appeal thus far, a significant increase in 
volunteer support in all parts of our organization, the 
establishment of an enthusiastic development com-
mittee and the general awe I felt as I studied the results of our annual reports to see the 
positive impact we have on our community. (See page 3 for our Annual Report) 

While I always like to focus on the positive, I would remiss not to mention that I’ve also experienced a few scrapes and 
bruises.  Some communication misses and a tough January will haunt me for awhile.  These lingering lessons are OK 
though, as long as I take them forward and look for opportunities to do better. 

Before I sat down to write this article, I had just finished a Lenten reflection with my children.  That reflection started 
with this verse:  “the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.”  
Matthew 20:28.  That reflection went on to say that we have the ability to make our lives a gift of love for others.  It’s 
not always easy.  We’ll suffer some scrapes and bruises, but we love anyway.  The reflection ended with “Someone 
needs you in order to see Jesus today.” 

This is exactly what all of you do every time you visit with someone in need.  And that is what makes St. Vincent de 
Paul so special.  I saw this recently as I had the opportunity to join Bill Biery for a unique situation.  I watched Bill listen 
to a struggling single father tell us that he was very likely to lose his home where he and his two middle school chil-
dren have lived for the past five years due to some unfortunate circumstances that were now beyond his control.  He 
did not know where to turn, as all doors prior to his exchange with SVdP were shut.  As Bill shared some advice on 
next steps and some thoughts on how we might help him, you could see the relief on his face.  Finally some help…and 
finally some hope.      

This is why I’ll bandage my little scrapes and treat the bruises and keep serving.       

 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul 

Council of Northern Kentucky, Diocese of Covington 

Stores Update 
We are planning some ex-
citing store events  for our 
customers!  
 

In May, we will  be  

doing a Girls Day Out for 
our ladies and in June, our 
male shoppers will enjoy a 
Toys for Boys event! 

When you’re cleaning out 
your closets this spring,  

consider donating gently used 
items to SVdP.  

 

We always are in need of  
microwaves, toasters, toaster 
ovens, pots and pans, flat-
ware and serving utensils. 

Karen Zengel, Executive Director 
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On Fire with Christ  

 

How does the Society differ from other charities? 
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul is composed of 
women and men who seek their personal holiness 
through works of charity. In this essential way, the 
Society differs from charitable associations or agen-
cies whose principal objective is not the spiritual ad-
vancement of their members but the doing of good 
for someone else. 

 

So, we are very different.  Our challenge on every visit is 
to find the face of Christ in each person we encounter.  
The National video on the Society is somewhat outdated, 
but one vignette is very relevant when we see at the 8 
minute 34 second mark - the transformation of the man 
in need’s face to Jesus’s face. It is a powerful reminder 
for us; I encourage you to view it at  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TTArfk8BL3M  

 

Each of us has a responsibility to learn more about our 
Society and Blessed Frédéric Ozanam. The more I learn 
about him, the more I am amazed what he and the other 
founders accomplished in such a short time.  If you have 
not been to Ozanam training, it is a good place to learn 
more about him and the Society. 

 

For instance, did you know that he advocated for the 
rights of workers more than 20 years before Leo XIII is-
sued the encyclical Rerum Novarum?  Did you know the 
Frédéric ran for elected office – the National Assembly of 
France in 1848?  Yes, he dabbled in politics.  He was not 
elected.  This was 2 years before his death from TB. 

 

If you have not attended Ozanam training, we hope you 
will consider attending the April 21 session at St. Henry 
Church in Elsmere. See page 4 for Reservation Infor-
mation.  
 

Fire is a great metaphor to describe 
emotion or love.  Think of all the 
songs that use the word fire:  “Ring 
of Fire” - Johnny Cash; “Great balls of 
Fire” - Jerry Lee Lewis, “Fire & Rain” 
James Taylor, and the list goes on 
and on. 
 

“On Fire with Christ” by Fr. Frank Hol-
land S.J. was written more than 50 years ago when I was 
a student at Xavier University.  I never read the book but 
I was always intrigued by the title.  I always wondered, 
“what does this mean?”  I just did not “get it.” I didn’t 
get metaphors either.  Maybe that was why I dropped 
English as a major and went with History. 
 

Our Society finally helped me to “get it.” You and I are 
involved in transforming work.  Most of us started out by 
just “wanting to help people.”  However, we soon 
learned that is not the mission of the Society.  Below are 
a few statements from the National SVdP website: 

 

Inspired by Gospel values, the Society of St. Vincent 
de Paul, a Catholic lay organization, leads women 
and men to join together to grow spiritually by offer-
ing person-to-person service to those who are needy 
and suffering in the tradition of its founder, Blessed 
Frédéric Ozanam, and patron, St. Vincent de Paul. 
 
As a reflection of the whole family of God, members, 
who are known as Vincentians, are drawn from every 
ethnic and cultural background, age group, and eco-
nomic level. Vincentians are united in an internation-
al society of charity by their spirit of poverty, humili-
ty and sharing, which is nourished by prayer and re-
flection, mutually supportive gatherings and adher-
ence to a basic Rule. Dennis Coyne , President SVdP 

Join us for the Hunger Walk, Memorial Day, May 28! 
9 AM Starts at Paul Brown Stadium  

 

Run, Walk, Skip or Stroll with us or for us, St. Vincent de Paul Northern Ken-
tucky.  When you register, your registration fee goes to the cooperating part-
ner of your choice, providing us with valuable credits to buy food from the Free Store for our St. Vincent de Paul Northern Kentucky 
Food Pantry!  

Our goal this year is to raise $500 and we can do that with your help! So go to  http://cincinnatihungerwalk.org/2018/ 
Click on "Register Now"  Be sure to select St. Vincent de Paul NKY as your Organization OR you can donate to our team.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TTArfk8BL3M
http://cincinnatihungerwalk.org/2018/
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Sales of 
Donated  
Items  
($1,813,613)

Investment  
Income 
($40,216)

Grants  
and Other 
Donations 
($750,188)

Total Program
Services 
($2,493,269)

Fundraising 
($156,179)

Management 
& General 
($189,691)

2016-2017
Society of St. Vincent de Paul, Council of Northern Kentucky

HERE TO HELP 
St. Vincent de Paul exists to support our 500 
Vincentian volunteers who committed 34,000 
hours in service to our neighbors in need. 
Vincentian volunteers from 29 parish Conferences 
in Northern Kentucky made over 7,500 home, 
hospital and eldercare visits last year. 

2016-2017 Combined Statement  
of Activities
St. Vincent de Paul Northern Kentucky  
Council & Conferences 

SERVED nearly 31,000 of our neighbors in need with 
basic necessities and unexpected life expenses that 
threatened their financial well-being. The value of all 
services provided, including in-kind, was in excess of 
$2.6 million.

HOW WE HELP
EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE
Janelle, a single mother of two, was sidelined by an 
unexpected medical issue for six months, and fell behind 
in rent. Threatened with eviction, we helped Janelle meet 
her lapsed obligations, keeping her family safely in their 
home. Last year, we provided $455,000 in emergency 
assistance to neighbors in need like Janelle.

FOOD
Sophia, after having recently lost her job, needed help 
to feed her family. St. Vincent de Paul was able to 
provide fresh produce, meat and canned goods that 
would help feed Sophia’s family in the short term. Last 
year, we provided 12,900 people with food valued at 
$300,000 including 258,000 pounds of frozen food, 
meat and produce from 25 food pantries.

CLOTHING, FURNITURE AND  
HOUSEHOLD ITEMS
The Jenkins, a family on limited income with three school 
age children, were able to find quality, affordable clothing 
for their growing children to start the school year. Last 
year, 4,000 clothing, housewares and furniture 
vouchers valued at $117,000 were redeemed in our 
thrift stores by individuals and families in need.

OTHER SPECIAL PROGRAMS PROVIDED
• over 650 beds to children, the disabled and seniors
• 1,300 winter coats
• $13,000 in air conditioners and fans
• 450 complete holiday meals
• 50 children with Christmas gifts

THANKS to our donors and supporters, employees, 
thrift store customers, and especially our Vincentian 
volunteers, 2017 proved to be a year of hope for our 
Society and those we are blessed to serve.

MISSION
Since 1911, we have led women and men to join together to grow spiritually by 
offering person-to-person service to those who are needy and suffering. Our volunteers 
and supporters have made our Northern Kentucky neighbors’ lives better. Not only do 
we provide assistance with the physical and material needs described in this report, 
most importantly, we also share hope that tomorrow will be a better, brighter day.
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Signup for Ozanam Orientation      
Where:   St. Henry Wehage Hall  
   3813 Dixie Highway; Elsmere, KY 41018 
 

When:   April 21, 2018 
Time:   8 AM to 3 PM   
What:   Ozanam Orientation is a program designed for all Vin-
centians, not just new members.  If you have not attended in the 
past, you should attend. Come – Join us in a spiritually focused 
day! Lunch is provided.  The cost to you:  Only your time! 
 

REGISTRATION: Send an email to Deacon Mike Lyman (Ozanam Coordinator)  

deaconmikelyman1@gmail.com  to confirm your registration. 

Please provide the following in your email: Name, Phone, Conference and Position (if you are an officer in the 
Conference, please state your title) 
  

RESERVATIONS DUE – April 16, 2018 

SPACE LIMITED TO 36 PARTICIPANTS 

For more information, contact: Deacon Mike Lyman at 1-859-806-4440 or your conference president 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We have five new call center volunteers who joined us in the month of January.  Our call center volunteers are 
vital to our ability to respond to those seeking assistance. 

 

We've hosted three Sunday Sorts at our Erlanger and Florence stores.  We've had 35 volunteers helping us sort 
clothing, jewelry, purses and generally straighten up the stores on these Sundays. 
 

30+ Holy Cross National Honor Society students tested 14 game systems along with 145 game cartridges, and                  
they also bundled 175 DVDs to sell. All of this was completed in about one hour!  It was a fun way for 
students to give back.       

             
NKCAC’s YouthBuild of NKY program works with young adults between the ages of 16 and 24 to create a place 
where they can complete their secondary education, prepare for further education, and gain valuable career 
skills necessary for their individual path to success. Part of the program has been to serve SVdP by volun- 

 teering in a variety of ways with our store, offices and warehouse.  
 

mailto:deaconmikelyman1@gmail.com
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Honoring our Vets 
 

Although the success of our families has much more to do with the character of our clients and the Grace of 
God, than to our efforts, we do experience a sense of exhilaration when the folks we work with are successful. 
That exhilaration is doubled when we work with a veteran and have the opportunity, even in a small way, to 
help repay them for their service.   
 

We are blessed at St Timothy’s Parish to have a Veteran’s advocate, which allows us to partner in our re-
sponse to veterans and ensure they are getting all the benefits they have earned and then combine the re-
sources of the many veteran organizations to give as complete assistance package as possible. 
 

Sometimes the advocate will bring the veterans to us, sometimes they are referred to us by other conferences 
or we encounter vets when they place a call with SVdP. They receive the same TLC no matter how we meet 
them. We determine their current situation, whether it be health, employment, rent, utilities, food or trans-
portation. Then, our advocate evaluates where they are versus their veterans benefits and he goes to work to 
close the gap between what they are receiving and what their current condition warrants. Then we evaluate 
their short and long-term needs and engage all our resources to provide the benefits required. 

 

One veteran was receiving full disability but was lead to believe 
he couldn’t also receive Social Security Benefits. Obtaining so-
cial security benefits allowed him to pay off his debts and live 
comfortably in his existing residence. We were able to provide 
food and social service support until his additional benefits 
kicked in. 
 

We assisted a veteran who had encountered health problems 
and fell behind on her rent. We also discovered her car needed 
repairs which she couldn’t afford. Our veteran’s rep in conjunc-
tion with his son, who is an auto repair manager, made the 
needed repairs to her vehicle, SVdP helped with rent and food 

and L'Oréal allowed her to retain her position as a lead technician, so she was able to continue to support her 
family as she had in the past.  
 

One notable success was with a veteran who was living in a pop-up camper with his dog and was ignoring gan-
grene in his foot. His rep was able to intercede and influence him to address his medical needs, take his diabe-
tes medicine and maintain a proper diet. He was ultimately able to procure increased benefits, find him senior 
care housing, follow his weekly progress and encouraged him for over two years until his passing. 
 

We interceded for a veteran and his three teenage daughters who were working part time, unable to pay his 
rent and had to contend with his wife’s drug addiction and subsequent imprisonment. We were able to justify 
a Butler Grant to help pay his bills for several months, provide food and clothing vouchers and a job offer, as 
well as, emotional and social service support. He obtained a full time job that pays well, caught up on rent and 
supported his beautiful little family without further assistance, justifying our faith in him. 
 

In the last 2 years, we were able to jointly assist more than 10 veterans with services such as food, housing, 

increased benefits (veteran, federal, state and local assistance), career counseling, medical assistance, furni-

ture, clothing and car repairs. We take pride in our vets and appreciate the opportunity to help repay them for 

their dedicated service in their time of need. 

Bill Anderson Vincentian/St. Timothy Parish 
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    Gearing up for another warm  

and humid summer 

Through the Summer Breeze Program, we provide fans 
to our neighbors needing help to cope with the North-
ern Kentucky summer heat and humidity.  We also pro-
vide room air conditioner units to those with a docu-
mented medical condition requiring them to have air 
conditioning. 
 

In 2017, St. Vincent de Paul distributed almost $13,000 
in air conditioners to the medically fragile in Northern 
Kentucky and fans to our neighbors in need.  We are 
the only organization in Northern Kentucky offering a 
heat relief program and many times the need is greater 
than our available resources.  We could not offer this 
program without the financial assistance of donors and 
foundations. 
 

You can help give relief to those suffering with terminal 
and acute pulmonary illnesses by donating to the Sum-
mer Breeze program.  St. Vincent is in need of dona-
tions of fans, air conditioners and/or financial assis-
tance to help purchase them.  Please visit 
www.svdpnky.org to donate. 

At St. Vincent we are already planning for the heat and 
humidity of summer.  The Summer Breeze program op-
erates from May 1st through September.  During this 
time, we find many in our community at risk from the 
heat and humidity.  Many that fall into this risk category 
are the those who have life-threatening medical condi-
tions such as COPD, asthma and lung cancer.   

Follow us on Social Media! 


