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It’s that time of the year when we come together as 
a Vincentian family to celebrate St. Vincent de 
Paul’s Feast Day and to give thanks for all of the 
blessings our Society has been given. 
 

This year’s Mass and Celebration will be held on 
Saturday, September 22, 2018. Our location will 
be at St. Mary of the Assumption in Alexandria. 
Bishop Foys will celebrate the Mass and join us at 
the church for our annual fellowship meeting. 
Mass begins at 10:00 am with the celebration 
brunch immediately following. Thank you so much 
to St. Mary of the Assumption Conference for co-
ordinating this event. 
 

We will honor our Norbert F. DeJaco Vincentian 
Service Award recipient. We give thanks for all of 
these amazing Vincentians who have shown an 
incredible commitment to our neighbors in need.  
                                                                                         

To reserve your spot and to help us prepare for the    
reception, please contact Jamie at 859-446-7724 or    
email jamie.hahn@svdpnky.org. RSVPs are      
requested by September 7th. 
 

Always remember the real reason why we hold this 
event. We want to say thank you to all of our Northern 
Kentucky Vincentian family for the many acts of       
kindness you perform throughout the year to help our 
neighbors in need. You perform little miracles every 
day and we want 
you to remember 
that so many     
people are grateful 
for what you do. 
 

Donations to St. 
Mary’s Food Pantry 
will be appreciated.  
 

Society of St. Vincent de 

Council of Northern Kentucky, Diocese of Covington 

Please Join Us for our Feast Day Celebration!  

Courage 

What kind of experiences require 
courage? Jumping off a cliff? In-
troducing yourself to roomful of 
strangers? Defending someone?    
Saying I love you for the first 
time? I am sure we could all rattle 
off a list of possibilities. 

What about asking for help? 

About three weeks ago, a well-dressed woman 
about my age quietly came back into our office 
area at the Erlanger store on a Thursday       
morning.  It was a relatively slow day for the food 
pantry, so our volunteer was engrossed in some 
reading and didn’t notice her.  She peeked her 
head into the food pantry meeting area, looked 
like she was going to speak, but changed her 
mind and tip-toed out.  A few minutes later, she 
was back.  Once again, she made a quiet exit. I 
have a clear view of the pantry meeting area, so 
when she returned a third time, I went out to 
greet her. “How can I help you?” I asked.  

She looked away, cupped her hand around her 

mouth and whispered, “Is this where you get help with 
some food?” With that, our volunteer looked up and 
warmly welcomed her. 

Webster tells us that courage is the mental or moral 
strength to venture, persevere, and withstand danger, 
fear, or difficulty.  It was clearly difficult for this    
woman to ask for help, yet she had the courage to step 
forward.   

It is not easy to ask for help.  However, God tells us it is 
OK to ask for help. In fact, God encourages us to ask 
HIM for help.  He tells us in Matthew 28: “Come to 
me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will 
give you rest.”  I’ve been thinking about this woman 
since that encounter.  I’ve prayed that her courage was       
rewarded, that the help we were able to give her that 
day also brought some temporary rest from her worries 
and stress. 

Thank you for being the hands and feet of our Lord on 
this earth.  Thank you for being there to help, to       
provide temporary relief from the burdens and stress 
that our neighbors in need experience.  Your work pro-
vides hope and may just be what someone needs to 
keep moving forward.       Karen Zengel/Executive Director 



Poverty means that human life, from birth to death, 
hangs on the threads of God's gracious love. While we 
may enjoy a wealth of goodness today, we may lose that 
wealth tomorrow.  Life is radically contingent; nothing 
has to be the way it is. Everything is gift.  
 

Poverty reminds us of the deepest truth of our human 
existence: that we are created by God and are depend-
ent on God in an absolute sense. It is the sister of      
humility since it prompts us to recognize that all we 
have is gift. Humility is the acceptance of being what 
we are, with our strengths and weaknesses, and re-
sponding in love to the gift of being.  Humility can 
open one to the renewing spirit of grace and make   
possible the return of creation to the Father. 
 

Taken from St. Anthony Messenger’s article “Radical 
Saint, Radical Faith: Clare of Assisi,” by Ilia Delia, 
OSF. Used with permission. August 2018 
 

Submitted by Dennis Coyne/President 

Economic poverty is not difficult to attain.  
Spiritual poverty, however, can be. It means  
relinquishing that which we possess to smother 
the ego or barricade it against the intrusion of 
others.  It is the antidote to human violence - to 
the need to assert ourselves over and against 
others.  Gazing upon the crucified Christ gave 
Clare insight into the human person.  She      
realized that becoming poor is not contrary to 
the fulfillment of human nature, but rather the 
very fulfillment of our humanity. 
 

Christ reveals to us that the human person is 
poor by nature. Our poverty, however, is a     
forgotten poverty because the sin of self-
centeredness has made us "grabbers" and 
"graspers."  That is why conversion is the   
movement toward poverty:  Poverty is the basis 
of authentic humanity.  To be truly human is to 
be poor. 

Angela and her husband both have COPD, so they 
qualified for an air conditioner with our Summer 
Breeze Program.  
 

Recently they were awarded temporary    custody of 
a friend’s two children who suffer from disabilities. 
When SVdP called to let Angela know that she 
would receive an air conditioner. She was so happy 
and grateful, but planned to put the AC in the back 
room where the children were sleeping. One of 
them has a disorder that results in an abnormal 
skin, hair and nail development which can affect 
the body in dangerous ways. We were so moved 
that she was giving up her comfort and good health 
for the sake of the children that we arranged to give 
her another air  conditioner.  

Angela showed the spirit of St. Vincent de Paul in 
her sacrifice to provide for someone else. 
 

Vicky/Assistance Office     

Over 30 years ago, St. Vincent de Paul began 
distributing pizzas to our neighbors through 
church and agency food pantries. Today this 
continues with the wonderful support of our 
volunteers.  Two employees who help with the 
distribution come to St. Vincent de Paul at 5:00 
a.m. on Thursdays to get one of our trucks to 
pick up a donation of approximately 240 cases 
of pizza.  
 

 

A group of ten or more volunteers meet in the 
parking lot of St. Vincent de Paul in Erlanger to 
help distribute the 240 cases of pizza to church-
es and agencies throughout five NKY counties 
(Kenton, Boone, Campbell, Grant, Pendleton) 
as well as some places in Cincinnati and         
Indiana. 

 
 

Bill Shawe, a Vincentian from St. Anthony, was 
our primary driver for the past 30 years. We are 
so grateful to Bill for his untiring dedication to 
St. Vincent de Paul. Recently, Bill has experi-
enced a major health concern and is not able to 
assist with the pizza program at this time.  We 
ask for your thoughts and prayers for healing 
Bill and his family in this difficult time. 

  Sr. Judith Niewahner/Call Center 

The Spirit of  St. Vincent de Paul 

Poverty Equals Truth 
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Autumn is coming!  Are you 
cleaning out closets?   

 

Please consider donating new and 
gently used coats to St. Vincent de 
Paul for the annual Coat Drive,       
October thru December. There is a 
special need for children and x-large 
adult coats.  
 

Donate coats at any thrift store            
location or at any of the St. Vincent 
de Paul donation bins located at      
various parishes. If you wish to make 
a monetary donation, please visit 
www.svdpnky.org and click on the 
DONATE link. 
 

Coat distribution dates are December 
1st and January 5th. 

 

AmazonSmile donates 0.5% of the 
purchase of eligible products to the 
charitable organization selected by 
customers. To support St. Vincent de Paul, Northern Ken-
tucky, you will need to link your Amazon.com account. 
 

Visit this link http://smile.amazon.com/ch/32-0350542. 
You will be prompted to select a charitable organization. 
To find us search “Council of Northern Kentucky”. If you 
have difficulty linking us to AmazonSmile, please contact 
Lou Settle at lou.settle@svdpnky.org or call 859-446-7727  
 

Now you can shop using our Amazon Wish Lists 
on our website/Donate Goods! 

For our 7th year, Garth   
headed up our Longest Yard 
Sale booths with great suc-
cess and even more volun-
teers! It was a beautiful day 
and many people stopped by 
to make purchases that help 
us meet our neighbors’ needs!  

Society of St. Vincent de Paul 

Northern Kentucky October Retreat 
 

Where: St. Anne Retreat Center 

When:  Saturday, October 13, 2018 

Time:   9am to 4pm (Lunch will be provided) 

What: The focus will be on the Vincentian and our individ-
ual journeys to grow in holiness. The theme will be cen-
tered on setting aside judgment, our pride, and self-focus 
in favor of God’s love. Mark’s gospel will help to form the 
conversation. The retreat will include Mass, adoration, 
and time for confessions.  

Call or email Deacon Mike Lyman by October 6.  Include 
name, phone, email and conference. Deacon Mike Lyman 
(859) 806-4440 deaconmikelyman1@gmail.com 

Come join us in a Spiritually Focused Day!  

Helping Our Neighbors is  

What We D0 
 

Andy has struggled since the death of his 
fiancé, Jenny, last October. He is taking 
medicine for PTSD and seeing a therapist. 
He was recently able to return to work, 
but since his income isn’t steady yet he 
asked for assistance with his electric bill. 
We helped with the majority of the bill 
and a gas card.  
 

Andy has submitted paperwork for Social 
Security Survivors Benefits for Jenny’s 
little girl. He has custody of her and wants 
to be a good dad. We referred him to the  
Kentucky program for a relative caring for 
children. We gave him information on 
Mary Rose Mission and Brighten Center.  
 

We also told him about Duke Energy’s 
winter and even billing programs and we  
advised him to request information       
regarding Section 8 housing. Andy is 
hopeful that he will catch up on his bills 
with the help he has received and is             
encouraged by the steady income and 
hope of a raise once he’s trained.  
 

We ended our visit, as always, with a 
prayer for Andy. He was very grateful for 
our help.  

Marla Kelly/St. Paul Conference 
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How many tough changes have you honestly made 
to improve your health, let go of hurts, forgive/
trust others, change your personal or spending 
habits, etc.? 
        So when I talk to a single mom who is starting 
to get her life in order, I do so with trepidation. 
She’s gone through so many trials with homeless-
ness, abuse, drugs, alcohol, addiction, death of a 
spouse, abuse of her daughter by her boyfriend.  
It’s hard to say if she’s finally “back to                   
normal” (whatever that means).  I can say we’ve 
stood by her for 3 years and she now has her family 
back together. She has a good steady job to support 
them. Her mom has been there for her when she 
struggled. I can say she is healing and on the road 

to recovery. She’s tak-
ing life a day at a time 
and thankful for what 
she has. She still has 
the support of SVDP if 
she slips back or needs 
a little more help.  
 

We’ve gone through some painful times  
together. Times when we prayed and had to wait 
for her to recognize and make changes that needed 
to be made. With patience and perseverance, she 
made those changes and is now in a much better, 
healthier place. So we thank God for bringing this 
single mom to us and helping her find love, healing 
and hope.  She has inspired our work. 
 

Bill Anderson/Vincentian/St. Timothy 

     Have you ever noticed that each stage of a CMS call 
comes with its own judgments? When we first get a call 
perhaps it’s someone we have previously visited. Do we 
make judgments based on past visits 
and what they are asking for in this 
instance? Do we make judgments 
based on where they live, whether it’s 
a high-end area, a trailer park or a 
transient hotel? Do we assume things 
based on the first phone call, their grammar, tone or 
collective noise in the background?  How often do 
these preconceptions change once we’ve visited our 
families? Each of us have biases due to our unique   
personal experiences, interactions and visits we make 
to our families.  We pray to be open minded and non-
judgmental; however, it’s impossible to be totally     
impartial, non-judgmental and Christ-like. That’s why 
the home visit is so important, to meet our families in 
their home, hear and feel their pain first hand and with 
each additional call come to know them and the trials 
and difficulties they have faced as they come to know 
and trust us.  
       The road into and out of poverty is full of potholes, 
fits and starts, successes and failures. We are not the 
Captain of this ship. This is why prayer is so important. 
We did not bring the families we serve to us, Christ 
did.  It’s not by our personal grace they grow and    
succeed - it’s through the hand of God. So we can’t take 
credit for the successes our families experience nor 
should we take it too personally if they falter. Perhaps 
they are just not ready to commit to doing the hard 
stuff it takes to make changes in their lives right now. 

In Edgewood      
taking Commun-
ion to patients. 
The recent article 
below shared 
more ways Bill 
has served his 
community. 
 

Marianne Meyer/Blessed Sacrament 
 

“The City of Fort Mitchell has the 
pleasure and the privilege to      
announce this year’s Independ-
ence Day Parade Grand Marshal 
Mr. William Miller.  Bill Miller has 
lived his life serving and helping 
others.  He was an orphan who 
grew up in St. Johns Orphanage, 
which is now the DCCH Center for 
Children and Families.  

   For those of you who have kept 
the long standing tradition of 
watching the annual Fort    
Mitchell 4th of July parade, you 
may have noticed a familiar face 
as the Grand Marshall. Our own 
Bill Miller was chosen,             
exemplifying the parade’s theme 
this year “A Life of Uncondition-
al Service”.  

   Bill has been an active member 
of Blessed Sacrament and St. 
Vincent de Paul Conference for 
many years. He also volunteers 
at St. Elizabeth Medical Center  

Grand Marshal:  

William Miller 

“A Life of Service” 

He was an orphan who grew up in 
St. Johns Orphanage, which is 
now the DCCH Center for Children 
and Families.  He is an Air Force 
veteran who fought in the Korean 
War.  After the war, he returned 
home where he met and married 
the love of his life, Ruth Ann.  They 
have four children, eight       
grandchildren, and two great 
grandchildren.  He has served on 
the Welcome House Board,      
Catholic Charities of the Diocese of         
Covington Board, the Fort Mitchell 
Board of Adjustments for 10 years, 
and many other organizations 
throughout his life.  Bill Miller has 
worked and volunteered at the  
orphanage he was raised in, his 
entire life and continues to do so 
even today at 87 years old.” 
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REMEMBERING AND HONORING 

Donations received from October 1, 2017-September 1, 2018 

In Memory: 
 
Frank Feinauer 

Martin and Ruth Schadler 

John and Caroly Stevens 

Anna Teichmoeller 

Karen Waldrop 

Allan and Janice Perkins 

Emily Venter 

Christy Ware 

Carol Lonneman 

Maurice and Joyce Anderson 

Charles and Lisa Evans 

Larry and Kathy Weinel 

Adam and Sherri Feinauer 

American Postal Workers Union 

 

Tom Rosing 

Lee and Sally Mando 

Paul and Mary Corken 

Tom and Tina Bernheimer 

Doug Bulla and Cheri Fitch 

 

Joseph Matthews 

Susan Blaney 

Susan Fleming 

Claire Martin 

 

Earl Abeln 

Betty Corken 

 

Mary Jeannine Wendling 

William and Joan Schunder 

 

Pamela Taylor 

William and Diane Davis 

 

Nancy Stieritz Murphy 

Donald Stieritz 

 

Kathryn Marie Feinauer 

Adam and Sherri Feinauer 

 

Pauline Gillman 

Marilyn McDermott 

Joe and Kathy Schwab 

In Memory: 
 

Beverly Hogan Freeman 

Rebecca Westerfield 

Coreta Cheesman 

Melissa Cheney 

Mark and Ann Cox 

Christy Edmonds 

James and Evelyn Ferguson 

Elam and Sandra Holley 

Melinda Mathis 

 

Thomas Kennedy 

Frank and Linda Pohlgeers 

William and Carol Fausz 

Stan and Janet Gish 

Joan Hegge 

Kathleen Holthaus 

Kathleen Chesko 

Michael and Patricia Laber 

Donald and Paul Meihaus 

Mr. and Mrs. Dale Perry 

Jerome and Mary Kathleen Thamann 

J. Emmanuel and  Dorothy Willett 
 
John Maher 

Andrew Piaskowy 

Shirley Schooler 

Promanade Bridge Group 

 

Robert Issenman 

Gabriel Young 

Emily Woeste 

 

Ed Vogel 

Kenneth and Helenrose Werner 

 

Molly Grosser 

Chris Grosser 

 

Joe Condit 

Mark Arnzen 

 

Sy Bolt 

Gregory Nolan and Friends of Sy 

In Honor:  
 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Yourison 

Karola Yourison 

 
Bill and Vicky Biery (50th Anniver-
sary) 
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Tallarigo 

 
Dennis and Pat Coyne (50th Anniver-
sary) 

Lou Settle 

Karen Bell 

 

Bernie and Bev Macke 

Brad Macke 

 

Deacon Mike Lyman 

Angela Riesenberg 

 

Mark Zilliox 

Erin Baker 

 

Peter and Teresa Maraczyk 

Anthony and Elizabeth Mastriani, Jr.  

Betty Smith was our Erlanger 
store manager for 8 years. 
She retired in December, 
2017 and passed away on 
May 5, 2018. She had a     
caring spirit and loved a par-
ty. Betty was a beloved and    
devoted wife, sister, mother 
and grandmother. We miss 
her.  

We sincerely apologize for any omissions or spelling errors.  
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Check out our new website 

www.svdpnky.org and follow us on 

Social Media! 

 
For name  or address changes or if you 
would like to receive the NewsFlash via 
email please contact Sharon Hatfield at 
sharon.hatfield@svdpnky.org 

11th Annual Turkeyfoot 
Trot 5k Run/Walk 2018 

 

New Location! 

Join us for our 11th Annual Turkeyfoot Trot family-
friendly 5k run/walk on Saturday, November 17, 2018 
at 9:00 am beginning and ending at Thomas More 
College in Crestview Hills. 
 
Online pre-registration is available at https://
runningtime.net/ through Thursday, Nov. 15, 2018. 
Offline pre-registration is available by mailing entry 
form found at www.svdpnky.org with fee, postmarked 
by Thursday, Nov. 8. 
 
The event includes chip timing, a children’s fun run, 
great food and door prizes after the race.  All proceeds 
to benefit St. Vincent de Paul throughout Northern 
Kentucky to assist in helping our neighbors in need 
with food, rental/utility assistance, and more. 
 

   Sponsorship opportunities available at 
www.svdpnky.org   Questions? Contact Lou Settle at 
lou.settle@svdpnky.org or 859-446-7727  


