
God became a human being and 
walked among us. We are the only 
religion that believes this. Love 
never stays on the sideline. God 
takes us on the hardest road.    
Incarnation made the invisible 
God    visible.  We can never get 
over the Incarnation.   Imagine 
the Father and Holy Spirit looking 
down at earth before the            
Incarnation – “We gave them   

everything. Why don’t they know us? One of us has to 
go down there. The Son says: ‘I will go’.” The Incarna-
tion is about visibility, availability, and vulnerability. 

 

Visibility is Jesus. Our hom e visits allow  Jesus 
to be made visible. The act of showing up. We make 
God visible to the poor by “showing up” on our visits. 
We are Christ to the poor – making Christ  visible. Do 
not underestimate our visibility to those we serve. 

 

Availability – step out and let happen what happens. 
Bishops are “J’s” Judging on the Myers Briggs assess-
ment tool.  Jesus was a “P” - a Perceiver in  Hying’s 
perspective.  He made   himself radically available.  It 
is the same for us.  Visits are not on our terms – we 
make ourselves available to the other person.  To be 

available is dangerous. Sometimes we may be          
manipulated – that is ok. 

 

Vulnerability – many fear this. We may get hurt.  We 
see the vulnerability of Jesus everywhere. Jesus is    
Vulnerable to the mystery of the cross. It is also shown 
in the Eucharist – we receive the fullness of God as He 
“appears” as bread and a sip from a chalice. If you do 
not want to be hurt, don’t be a Vincentian or a        
Christian. 
 

 

Sympathy vs. Compassion – Sympathy is about 
saying I’m sorry or sending a note of condolence.    
Compassion sits with you in your dark night of           
suffering. Compassion crawls down in the hole with 
you.     Sitting and saying nothing. Compassion means 
to “suffer with.” The story of Job and his three friends 
who came to be with him for 6 days and said nothing 
over the death of his family members. When we are 
compassionate, we walk into that dark night for those 
we serve. Our lives as Vincentian are sacrificial. When 
we serve, the power of Jesus’ death and resurrection are           
unleashed and we become the sacrifice. We allow the 
suffering of others to wound our heart. 

Visit https://vimeo.com/288733092 to listen, 
learn   and be inspired by this presentation.  

 Dennis Coyne President 

Welcome Suzanne Suciu to our St. Vincent de Paul NKY team! Suzanne is joining us as 
our new Retail Operations Director, responsible for maximizing the potential of our three 
retail stores. Suzanne brings a wealth of both thrift store and general retail experience, 
having just recently been the Director of Stores and Warehouse Operations for SVdP   
Detroit where she oversaw 9 stores. Joining our team allows her to return to her old     
Kentucky home, making it easier to spend more time with her family. Suzanne’s husband, 
Randy, is also looking forward to moving to the area.  

Suzanne and Randy have two children: a daughter, Sloane, a Special Agent in the U.S. 
Army currently stationed in Japan and Tyler, who works at the Huntsman Cancer        
Research Hospital in Salt Lake City, UT. Tyler is also training to make the 2022 U.S. 
Olympic Speed Skating Team. When you meet Suzanne, you’ll instantly feel her energy 
and enthusiasm. She clearly shared those traits with her children!  

Karen Zengel tells us, “Our retail operations account for nearly 70% of the revenue SVdP NKY generates. When our 
stores do more, we can do more for our community. Suzanne brings best practices based on experience, enthusi-
asm and encouragement for our store leaders and team. I am excited about the potential that lies ahead.” 

Thoughts From Our  National Spiritual Advisor – Bishop Donald Hying 

Excerpts from his presentation in San Diego September 2018 

 

 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul Northern KY 

Vincentian NewsFlash 

Volume X Issue 3 April, 2019 

Meet Suzanne Suciu! Our new Retail Operations Director 

Debbie, Suzanne, Michelle 



Our SVdP NKY Board announced last October a strate-
gic plan that called for us to “Expand programming        
prudently to address unmet/underserved needs of our 
neighbors struggling to make ends meet.”  Establishing 
a low interest Microloan Program was a specific goal  
addressed. The vision was to offer effective alternatives 
to high interest predatory loans to our neighbors facing 
a temporary unplanned hardship. At the same time 
many of our struggling “unbanked” neighbors would 
gain access to financial services and mentorship by Vin-
centians, an equally important component of the vision 
for this program. A planning committee was formed 
soon after the announcement of the Strategic Plan and 
after several months of exploring existing models and 
possible financial partners, the Microloan Program is on 
target to launch this spring!   
  

WHY  Microloans? 

Small value loans are a critical lifeline for some of our 
neighbors in need who have very little extra in cash     
reserves. An extensive payday lending industry has 
emerged to meet these needs. “More than 500 payday 
loan stores across Kentucky have collected hundreds of 
millions of dollars in fees from their short term loans. 
Interest rates on some payday loans exceed 400%.” * 
SVdP NKY wants to provide a viable alternative to      
payday loans, to help break the cycle of poverty.  
 

WHO administers the Microloan?    

We have partnered with Kemba Credit Union to admin-
ister the microloans. Kemba has a joint sense of mission 
in helping unbanked individuals learn to navigate a   
traditional banking institution. Their role as a partner is 
also based on the underlying guarantee provided by 
SVDP in a holding account. Kemba’s administration of 
the loan further provides the loan applicant with real 
world access to financial tools, increased credit ratings 
as the applicant successfully repays the loan and feed-
back to our Microloan Committee if any payments are 
missed.  
 

WHAT are the terms of the Microloan? 

The terms of the Microloan are worked out by the      
Financial Mentor and the loan applicant based upon the 
need. The following needs are considered: (1) a predato-
ry loan repayment (2) car repair (3) medical costs (4) 
education expenses  or (5) home repairs. Loans can 
range from $500 to $2,000 with a 3% interest rate. The 
repayment period will extend no longer than 18 months. 
The loan applicant will agree to work towards direct de-
posit of their income into a Kemba account and also di-
rect payment of many of their monthly expenses,       
including the microloan. The loan applicant will also 
agree to work with the Vincentian Financial Mentor to 
meet personal financial goals over the term of the loan. 

WHAT is the role of a Vincentian Financial  
Mentor? 

The Financial Mentor will serve as the liaison between 
the SVdP Microloan Committee and the loan applicant. 
Their first job is to confirm whether a microloan is   
appropriate to the situation at hand.  Once a loan     
applicant is confirmed as a loan candidate, the loan 
candidate will work with the Vincentian mentor on a 
monthly basis to meet mutually agreed upon financial 
goals. The mentor would serve as a resource to the    
candidate as they progress during the loan repayment. 
All Financial Mentors would be provided with an initial 
training on what it means to be a mentor as well as  
guidelines and  tools provided for serving in this capac-
ity.  

 

WHERE can you get more information?  

 This program is a resource open to all Vincentians in 
NKY for the neighbors we encounter on a home visit 
who may benefit. We want ALL Vincentians to know 
when it is appropriate and how it might assist the    
neighbors you are working with. A simple brochure will 
be available to help our home visitors know how to refer 
someone to the Microloan Program and also serve as a 
handout for any potential loan applicant. These will be 
distributed at the April 3rd Council meeting. 

 

WHEN will the microloan program be opened? 
The program will be ready this spring soon after we  
conduct our initial Vincentian Mentor Training in April 
and have recruited at least one member from each    
District onto the SVdP Microloan Committee. An             
announcement will be shared with Conference         
Presidents when the program is fully launched. 

 

THANKS to ever y one w ho is ser v ing  on our    
Microloan Planning Committee: Patrick Hughes,       
attorney with DBL Law and Life Learning Center Board 
Member; Duane Stacklin, Executive VP and Chief    
Lending Officer, Kemba Credit Union; Mitch Haralson,     
Director of Care, Life Learning Center; and Vincentians: 
Karen Zengel, Vicky Peterson, Dennis Coyne, Tom 
Tiernan, Morgan Moore and Casey Guilfoyle. 

 

 AND THANKS TO OUR PARNTERS   

Questions can be directed to Casey at            
cguilfoyle@me.com or 859-816-6255. Please let 
her know if you want to learn more about the    
mentoring component to see if it is a good fit. 
Training is scheduled for Saturday April 13th 
9:00am – 11:30am with lunch provided at the 
Parish Center at Blessed Sacrament Church,  
2409 Dixie Hwy, Ft. Mitchell, KY 41017. 
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Making “Cents” of the Microloan Program    

By Casey Guilfoyle, Chair, Microloan Planning Committee 

*CHRIS WARE cware@herald-leader.com  “Financial watchdog to gut 
most of its payday lending rules” February 6,2019, citing figures obtained 
from  the Kentucky Department of Financial Institutions.  

mailto:cguilfoyle@me.com
mailto:cware@herald-leader.com


Better Together 
 

My husband draws comic book style pictures on napkins every night to put into our children’s 
packed lunches. They are witty drawings based on something happening in their lives, enjoyed 
by my children and their friends every day. At the elementary school last year, the custodian 
kept all of my son’s napkins and hung them as an art exhibit in the lunchroom.   

One time, my husband was out of town and I was in charge of napkins. I am no artist, so my    
napkins simply stated in different colors for a little creativity, “Please don’t make fun of my 
mom.  She can’t draw, but she can use PowerPoint. Love, Mommy.”   

While my napkin did not make the art exhibit, it did start a conversation for our family. We are 
part of a community where God intentionally made everyone unique. He expects us to use our 

gifts to share his love for the world. We also know that when our unique talents work together, the end result is 
better than when we work alone. 

I am blessed to see the unique talents of so many every day in working with our team at St. Vincent de Paul and in 
hearing about the service of our wonderful Vincentians. Last year, we helped over 33,000    
people in Northern Kentucky thanks to the teamwork of our Council and Conference members. 
This is also an exciting time for us as we make progress on our Strategic Plan. In this News-
flash, we welcome new team members and share more details about our exciting microloan 
program. New team members bring fresh perspective and their own gifts. The microloan      
program provides a different experience for our Vincentians to help our neighbors in need, with 
the intent of encouraging our borrowers to reach their personal financial goals. The skills      
valued for a Vincentian Financial Mentor may also attract new people to become part of our 
important and fulfilling ministry.   

Our Vincentian Rule 1:2.2 tells us Vincentians are called to journey together towards holiness. This statement   
reminds us that we are called to value one another and the differences we bring. We cannot do this alone - I look 
forward to celebrating our unique talents and watching us become even better as we work together.  

  

 
Karen Zengel Executive Director 

Welcome Mary Pat Behler to the Development Team  

Mary Pat is working part-time and brings a wealth of non-profit experience. 
A significant part of her career was spent with Gateway and North Key. We 
are excited that she has joined our team working with grants, the annual 
appeal and special events. 

Stop by the Conference Room in Erlanger and Say Hi!  

Food Pantry  

Expansion at our  

Erlanger location 
 

Stop  by and see our food pantry 
expansion. Thank you Sr. Judith, 
our volunteers and staff who 
worked so hard to complete the 
renovation! 
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Summer Breeze Program 
 

On May 1st we begin our 21st year 
for the Summer Breeze Program! 
Those who have been diagnosed with 
medical condition such as COPD, 
asthma or lung cancer and provide a 
physician’s note receive an air       
conditioner. Fans are distributed to 
others upon request.   

Our goal is to provide relief to       
individuals and families struggling 
to stay cool during the hot  summer.  

Without community support, we 
could not offer this  program. Please 
consider a donation to help us      
provide relief.  

April 2019 



Elizabeth Dermody 

Kathleen Shannon 

 

Margaret Dinkelaker 

Suzanne Dinkelaker 

 

Oliver Drury 

Kim Toole 

 

Gertrude Feinauer 

Larry & Kathy Weinel 

Jack & Charlotte Evans 

Anna Teichmoeller 

John & Carolyn Stevens 

Adam & Sherri Feinauer 

Earl & Peggy Cox 

 

Bernard Neal 

Bernard & Geri Neal 

 

Bobbie Goodin 

Carl Goodin 

 

John & Norma             
Henkenberns 

Teresa Henkenberns 

 

Jeanne Hertenstein 

The Elsmere Sportsmen 
Club, Inc.  

Thomas & Joan Ferrara 

David & Carol Hentz 

NDSEC Sunshine Committee 

Geraldine Pavlick 

Thomas & Susan Steele 

 

Ellen Klingenberg 

Lawrence & Mary Ann      
Tiemeier 

 

Joe Lasita, Jr.  

Jerry Lasita 

 

Jane Moser & Jackwin 
Wendt 

Jerome & Eileen Moser 

 

Harry Meyers 

Anonymous 

 

Harry Nieman, Jr.  

Mark Neiman 
 

Rosalia O’Brien 

Phil & Donna Breen 

Tim & Carol Barbara 

Mary Harvey 

Charles & Rosann Knopf 

Kevin & Julie McGehee 

Mimosa Investment Club 

Anita Neack 

 

Art & Marie Rebholz 

Norma Rebholz 

 

Dr. W. A. Rentrop 

Anonymous 

 

Wilbert “Will” Ritter 

Elinor Ritter 

 

Ralph Schertler 

Doug & Julie Ollier 

Jeff & Rachelle Thompson 

Jim & Carol Thompson 

Charles & Barbara Feldman 

Steve Hatcher 

Chad & Lyn Boone 

Mark & Jamie Johnson 

Daniel & Julie Meyer 

Mary Schneider 

John & Janet Donaldson 

 

Art Schmidt 

Karen Schmidt 
 

Vera Steinhauer 

Tom Steinhauer 

 

Pamela Taylor 

Bill & Diane Williams 

 

Arthur C. Thomson 

Mary Thomson 

 

Lionel & Edna Mae 
Geiman 

In Memory: 

 
Earl Abeln 

David & Karen Deye 
 

Jeffrey Abramis 

Ted & Jerri Abramis 
 

Charlotte Alexander 

Donna Taylor 

Brian Hoffman 

Jenelen Dulemba 

Lena Keller 

Beth Lauer 

Orest & Tina Melnyk 

Albert & Jan Tallarigo 

 

Rita Bedel 

Bernard & Cynthia Dusing 

 

Eugene Bressler 

William & Joan Schunder 

Dennis & Patricia Augur 

Maryann Koeninger 

Ben & Agnes Wessels 

Milburn Household 

Kevin & Carol Hemmer 

Ralph & Irmaleen Drees 

Kenneth & Cassandra 
Krumpleman 

Daniel & Cynthia Bultman 

Donald & Delores Hellmann 

St. Henry District High 
School 

Thomas & Connie Krebs 

 

Bill  Brooks 

Kelly Brooks 

 

Jack Caldon 

Pat Caldon 

 

Ann Letas Cusick 

Anonymous 

 

Jerry Davis 

David & Suzanne Stein 

 

REMEMBERING AND HONORING 

Donations received from October 1, 2018-March 31, 2019 
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We sincerely apologize for any omissions or spelling errors.  

Richard Von Handorf 

Douglas & Linda Fussinger 

 

David N. Welte, Sr.  

Peggy Welte 

 

In Honor:  
 

Christopher Callahan 

Michael & Cecelia Callahan 

 

JoAnn Ehlman 

Jackie Schaber 

 

Andrew & Mildred            
Lonneman 

Andrea Lonneman 

 

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Manczyk 

Anthony & Elizabeth Mastriani 

 

Norah Cusick Mock 

Anonymous 

 

Morgan & Carol Moore 

Christa Moore 

 

Northern KY Foster  

Parents    

Benchmark Family Services 

 

Mr. & Mrs. Frank  

Yourison 

Karola Yourison 

 

Rev. Gerald Reinersman 

St. Joseph Church Cold Spring 

 

Christopher Callahan 

Michael & Cecilia Callahan 

 

Allan White 

Michael White 

 

Bill & Vicki Biery 

Mary E. Schneider 

 

 

 



Butler Challenge Match 
 

THANK YOU  for helping us reach $93,595 
of $150,000 for the Butler Challenge Match! 
 

We are hopeful that we will reach the 
$150,000  mark. If you haven’t given yet, 
your new or increased donation can still be 
doubled. You can give online at svdpnky.org 
or by mail.  

Ozanam Orientation 
 

What: a program  designed for  all Vincentians, not just new  m embers. If you have not attended in 
the past, you should attend.  
 

Where: Blessed Sacram ent Par ish Center , 2407 Dixie Highw ay Fort Mitchell, K Y 41017 (parking 
behind the school)  
 

When: Saturday, April 27, 2019 Tim e: 8 AM to 3 PM  

 
 

Come – Join us in a spiritually focused day! Lunch is provided  
 

Cost to you: Only your time!  
 

ORIENTATION BENEFITS  

 Expanding your knowledge of The Society  

 Returning to our roots (then and now)  

 Understanding our mission and values  

 Renewing our commitment  

 Developing our spiritual growth  

 Building friendship and fellowship Come and explore what it really means to be a Vincentian. This orientation 
is participative learning and sharing from materials provided by National SVdP.  

Instructors for this training: Deacon Mike Lyman (St. Henry) & Dennis Coyne (St. Barbara)  

REGISTRATION Em ail Deacon Mike Lym an (Ozanam  Coordinator)  

deaconmikelyman1@gmail.com to confirm  your  registration. Please provide the follow ing in your  
email: Name, Phone, Your Conference, Position (if you are an officer)  

 

Reservations Due – April 21, 2019  

Space Limited to 36 Participants  

For more information, contact: Deacon Mike Lyman at 1-859-806-4440 or your conference president  

 

Next Council Meeting 
 

Please join us for our next Council meeting!  

April 3, 2019 7 pm  

Blessed Sacrament Undercroft 
 

Topics Covered: microloans, retail operations, 
and Council leadership.  

 

Suzanne Suciu will be our featured speaker 
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Community Involvement Helps SVdP!  Visit our Website for more information svdpnky.org 

 

You can support St. Vincent de Paul NKY 
each time you shop at Kroger at no cost to 
you!  It’s easy! Login at Kroger.com, go to  
Community Rewards and choose SV688.  

 

 

 

 

For name  or address changes or if you 
would like to receive the NewsFlash via 
email please contact Sharon Hatfield at 

sharon.hatfield@svdpnky.org 

 

SVdP NKY benefits from zip code 
41017! Just put your bags of canned 
food by your mailbox & remember 
to tell your friends, family and 
church members, too!  

Join us for Hunger Walk 2019 on 
May 27th. Watch for details 
emailed to you soon! If you aren’t 
on our email list contact  

sharon.hatfield@svdpnky.org 

 

 

 


