
Friendship 
 

Sunday evenings are a blur in the Zengel 
house.  It’s wrapping up homework at 
the last minute, packing lunches and 
reviewing our schedule for the week.  I 
go into Sunday evening, determined to 
be Wonder Mom and go to sleep on 
Sunday night wondering if we’ll make it 
through the week! 

 

Thankfully, I am not alone in this crazy life.  I have a 
capable and caring husband, good kids, very helpful 
parents and a small village of friends.  God put all of 
these people in my life because he knew I would need 
them, that I could not do this on my own. 
 

“Do not limit your vision any longer to yourself, but see 
the Lord around you and in you, ready to put his hand 
to the work as soon as you ask for his help.  You will see 
that all will go well.” – St. Vincent de Paul 
 

I love that one of our values in this ministry is 
friendship.  As we look forward to the Feast Day of St. 
Vincent de Paul, we should remember that St. Vincent 
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de Paul himself understood the role of friendship before 
the Society even existed.  He was a community organizer 
with a knack for bringing people together to help their 
neighbors in need.  He understood that much more 
could be accomplished if we worked together 
collectively.   Clearly, Frederic Ozanam recognized the 
importance of friendship as well. 
 

Relationships and the resulting friendship run deep in 
the Society and are strong here in our Council.  When we 
need volunteers to make something happen, we have 
friends step forward.  When a conference feels strongly 
that they’d like to help a family when the request falls 
outside their means, our conferences come together to 
close the gap.  When a listening ear and experience are 
required to help determine the best way forward, time 
and advice from a fellow Vincentian follows.  And, when 
prayer is what we need most, those prayers flow fast and 
furious, along with words of encouragement and hope.  
These friendships are another avenue to help us all grow 
in holiness, the reason the Society exists and I am 
blessed to be part of it.  Thank you for your friendship.   
 
 Submitted by Karen Zengel/Executive Director 

Please Join Us for our Feast Day Celebration!  

It’s that time of the year when we come together as a 
Vincentian family to celebrate St. Vincent de Paul’s 
Feast Day and to give thanks for all of the blessings our 
Society has been given. 
 

This year’s Mass and Celebration will be held on 
Saturday, October 5, 2019 at St. Henry Church in 
Elsmere. Bishop Foys will celebrate the Mass and join 
us at the church for our annual fellowship meeting. 
Mass begins at 10:00 am with the celebration brunch 
immediately following. Thank you so much to St. 
Henry Conference for coordinating this event. 
 

We will honor our Norbert F. DeJaco Vincentian 
Service Award recipient. We give thanks for all of these 
amazing Vincentians who have shown an incredible 
commitment to our neighbors in need.  Also, this year 
we will honor specific clergy who support our mission 
and the outreach at parish conferences.  
 

To reserve your spot and to help us prepare for the    
reception, please contact Margaret at 859-777-2526 or 
email Margaret.Rahn@svdpnky.org.  
 

Always remember the real reason why we hold this 
event. We want to say thank you to all of our Northern 
Kentucky Vincentian family for the many acts of       
kindness you perform throughout the year to help our 
neighbors in need. You perform little miracles every day 
and we want you to remember that so many people are 
grateful for what you do. 
 

Donations to the St. 
Henry Food Pantry 
will be appreciated.  



A Hart Warming Story  
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Our Vincentian ministry is about spirituality, 
friendship, and service.  Two former Florence 
employees took the “friendship” part a bit further.  
Alex Gilb and Chris Hart were married this past May.  
It all began as part of the Erlanger garden project in 
2014 to provide fresh produce to families in need. Alex 
and Chris were participants in the project.  Following 
that, Ralph Bradburn offered jobs to both at the newly 
opened Florence store in June 2014. 
 

At the time, both were students at NKU – Alex had just 
completed her freshman year and Chris his junior 
year.  As Alex told me the story, she knew Chris’s 
mother and 9-year-old brother before she met Chris.  
His mother was one of her professors at NKU and Alex 
sometimes babysat for Chris’s brother with Downs 
Syndrome.  By the way, it was Chris’s mom who 
suggested that Alex participate in the garden project.  
Hmm, was this a mom intervention? 
 

At the Florence store, they got to know each other and 
learned some important lessons that helped them in 
their relationship to this day – problem solving, 
teamwork, and communication.  Obviously, the 
communication worked out very well. Their first date 
was the movie “The Ninja Turtles.”  At least Chris 
thought it was a date, but Alex did not.  I wish you 
could have heard the dialogue as it was told to me.  It 
was hilarious.  Date or no date – it worked out. 
 

Both spoke about how much fun they had at the 
Florence Store with all the employees and customers.  
For Halloween, they both dressed up as babies (see 
photo).  

There were 
many regulars 
that came to 
the store that 
they got to 
know well.    
One couple, 
Karen and 
Evel, have 
kept in touch 
with them 
over the years on Facebook and Instagram. 
 
 

So where are they today and what are their plans for the 
future?  Chris is teaching grades 6-8 at St. Mary grade 
school in Alexandria. He is also working on his master’s 
degree at NKU. Alex is working on her Masters in 
Communication also at NKU.  Currently she is working 
as an Assistant Manager at Dewey’s Pizza in Crestview 
Hills. Her long range goal is to work for a nonprofit in 
communications.  She is off to a good start with 
organizing fundraisers for nonprofits at Dewey’s. 
 

Almost forgot, the engagement story…. Chris planned a 
trip to New York City for them and another couple over 
the New Year’s weekend 2017.  They drove.  Chris 
popped the question at the top of the Rockefeller Center.  
I asked what if she said no – then likely a long, quiet ride 
home. : ) Love grows where Chris and Alex go… 
 

  Submitted by Dennis Coyne/President 

Ozanam Orientation – Entrance  
Into the Vincentian Charism 

 
  

“Why do we have Ozanam training – and why do we 
make such a big deal of it?  I just want to help the 
poor.”  That is a good and fair question for someone to 
ask.  The answer resides in the understanding of what 
Saint Vincent DePaul is all about.  It isn’t just about 
helping the poor.  It isn’t even first and foremost about 
helping the poor.  It is first and foremost about 
growing in holiness.   
 

Ozanam helps us to understand and develop the 
balance of the three essential elements of Service, 
Spirituality and Friendship as part of our 
Vincentian Charism.  Helping the poor becomes an 
outcome of the formation we receive as Vincentians.  
Ozanam Orientation serves as the entry point to 
effectively come to know what SVdP is about and how 
we look to interact with those in need.   
 

Our Rule and national guidelines call for all Vincentians 
to attend Ozanam Orientation within the first year as a 
Vincentian.  The preference is that those who are new 
and discerning this ministry should attend Ozanam as 
part of their discernment to become a Vincentian.  All 
Vincentians are encouraged to return to Ozanam if they 
have not attended for quite some time.   
 

Through Ozanam Orientation we come to know the 
history of the Society.  We learn about Vincentian 
spirituality and how to make it a part of our lives.  We 
learn basics about poverty and our interactions with 
those in need.  Through this process we come to know 
what it means to be Vincentian so that we might more 
effectively discern our call to this vocation and our 
response to it. 
 

We will have our next scheduled Ozanam Orientation in 
the spring.  However, if you wish to attend a session 
sooner, reach out to Deacon Mike Lyman at 
deaconmikelyman1@gmail.com or at 859-806-4440 for 
other opportunities to attend. 
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Become a Partner  
for Prosperity  

 

As a Partner for Prosperity, you will have the 
opportunity to work with a graduate of the Life 
Learning Center.  Our mentors will provide that 
ongoing encouragement that many may lack in 
their lives.  The mentor will help the graduate 
define their personal goals, develop a plan and 
monitor their progress for one year via monthly 
personal meetings and frequent phone calls to 
check in.  Being supportive and honest in their 
assessment of the individual’s progress will be an 
important component of the program.  
 

Vincentian mentors, or Prosperity Partners, will 
attend an orientation at the Life Learning Center 
prior to being paired with a mentee.  Each mentor 
will be equipped with an information packet 
outlining the program goals, expectations for them 
as a mentor and some simple record keeping forms 
to help track the mentee’s progress.  Lastly, we are 
also developing support resources for the Mentor 
during their participation in the program.  Our goal 
is to kick off the program in October. 
 

If you are interested in becoming a Partner for 
Prosperity, please contact Mary Easterling at 
marye1016.me@gmail.com or Vicki Dinterman at 
vicki.dinterman@svdpnky.org.  

Evening Food Pantry  
Hours are a Success 

 

Beginning in June, we've opened our food 
pantry on Tuesday evenings from 4 p.m. 
until 6 p.m. to serve our neighbors who 

may not be able to make it to our pantry during our 
standard day time hours.  This is just one of the efforts 
designed to expand our services prudently as stated in our 
strategic plan.  Many neighbors we serve work during the 
day or may not have transportation until the evening after 
a friend or relative has come home from work.  Thanks to 
our assistance office staff and a very capable group of kind 
hearted volunteers, we've served nearly 300 people 
during our evening food pantry hours.  This year, we've 
served 2800 individuals through the end of 
August, 650 more people than we served last fiscal 
year.  The need is clearly there.  The food not only feeds 
hungry bellies, but it also helps free up some much 
needed cash to help our neighbors meet their monthly 
obligations, keeping them safe in their homes. 
 

If you'd like to support our food pantry, we are always in 
need of volunteers or food drives to keep it stocked and 
ready.  If you'd like to help, please contact Sister Judith 
at smjudith.niewahner@svdpnky.org. 
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We would like to say a big 
THANK YOU to Kroger. 
Sr. Judith received a 
donation of $500 for the 
food pantry. Kroger has 
been a generous partner 
to SVDPNKY over the 
years. Through the Zero 
Hunger, Zero Waste 
Program, Kroger donates 
food to help feed our 
neighbors in need. 

Neighbors You Can Count On 
Annual Appeal 

 
Our annual appeal will launch in October, the  
beginning of the fiscal year.  A heartfelt thank you 
to all who contributed to this year’s appeal to        
improve the lives of our neighbors struggling to 
make ends meet.   
 

We are so pleased to have met the match for the 
1st year of the Butler Foundation’s challenge.   
Because of the match, your gift went even further 
to help those in need this year.  
 

When you receive the annual appeal in October, 
we hope that you will consider a contribution to 
our mission of charity in support of Council.    
Every new or increased donation made to 
Council will be matched at 100% up to 
$150,000 by The Butler Foundation.   
 

Please know that your support will be greatly   
appreciated.  The need is still significant to      
support the demand and growth of outreach to 
our neighbors struggling to make ends meet.  

Microloans are  
now available! 

 

Remember Microloans are available to our 
neighbors facing a large, unexpected 
expense, such as a car repair, a home 

repair, medical and education expenses or to help escape a 
predatory loan situation.  Do you have a good candidate 
for a loan?  To start the process, email Deacon Mike 
Lyman at deaconmikelyman1@gmail.com and share the 
neighbor's name, CMS case number and stated reason for 
the loan. 



In Luke’s gospel for the 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time, 
Jesus said to his disciples: “Do not be afraid any longer, 
little flock, for your Father is pleased to give you the 
kingdom. Sell your belongings and give alms. Provide 
money bags for yourselves that do not wear out, an 
inexhaustible treasure in heaven that no thief can reach 
nor moth destroy.  For where your treasure is, there also 
will your heart be.” 
 

These beautiful words challenge us to find our treasure 
in Jesus.  Our SVdP members demonstrate the treasure 
of Christ in their hearts when meeting with our 
neighbors, as shown in the case here. 
 

We received a call from Cheryl, 79 years old and living 
alone.  Dave was unable to reach Cheryl by phone but 
since he and Frank had another call close by, they 
stopped to see her.  They introduced themselves as 
Vincentians and asked about her need with the electric 
bill.  Cheryl appeared to not understand.  After a little 
prompting she remembered calling SVdP.  When they 
entered her apartment, 
they realized her electric 
had already been 
disconnected. Cheryl 
could not find her bill so 
Dave called Duke and 
found that to get her 
electric back on she 
needed $922.  It became 
apparent to Dave and 
Frank that Cheryl was in 
need of more than just 
her electric.  She was not 
comprehending her situation.   
 

Dave alerted other members in our conference of this 
situation, which is the practice when a client needs more 
than what we are capable of providing.  A couple days 
later, Sara and Dave returned to visit Cheryl and get a 
better understanding of her situation. Cheryl was in a 
major financial crisis due to memory issues and 
scammers. The two spent an hour and half going 
through her paperwork and asking questions.  Besides 
being behind on her Duke bill, Cheryl had not paid her 
sanitation, water bill and her phone.  Since Cheryl 
shared her bank statements, Sara found some debits 
from a known company who scams elderly with 
magazines and savings club memberships.  It was very 
disturbing!  Considering Cheryl’s income and legitimate 
expenses, she should still have enough left to cover 
utilities/gas/food.    
 

 
 

Cheryl 
mentioned she 
had children and 
she agreed to let 
Dave and Sara 
call them.  Her 
son and daughter 
came to meet 
with Dave and 
Sara and they 
spent another 
hour updating 
them on Cheryl’s  
financial matters.  They had wanted Mom to move for 
two years but she refused to do so.  The daughter was 
upset to hear what was going on and said her mom has 
lost about 50 pounds over the last two years.  They have 
checked on Mom but she had been able to mask and 
hide the memory issues for quite some time.  The family 
is not concerned with needing monetary assistance as 

they can help her.  It is a 
matter of how to help 
Mom when Cheryl still 
thinks everything is OK.  
They were provided 
information on the 
Alzheimer’s Association, 
the Northern Kentucky 
Council on Aging and 
Disability, and an 
organization that will 
provide financial oversite 
for Cheryl’s finances.  
The family is going to 

give Cheryl choices to live with one of them or to find a 
place in a senior living facility that will provide Cheryl 
with more opportunities for socializing.  
 

So it seems that our dedicated Vincentians, Dave and 
Sara, were able to redirect their hearts to see what is the 
true treasure, Jesus, and then become faithful disciples 
in caring for Cheryl.  It’s not that they have lots of free 
time in their lives to do this.  They are as busy as anyone 
but they chose to make this person’s need a priority in 
their lives.   
 

The Vincentians prayed with the family and ask you to 
pray for this family as they take action to put Cheryl in a 
safe living environment that will provide her with 
respect and the opportunity for happiness. 
 
      Submitted by Rose Clear, St. Paul Conference 

“ 

Page 4 September 2019 

How Does the Gospel Challenge Us?  

Do not be afraid any longer, little flock, 
for your Father is pleased to give you the 
kingdom. Sell your belongings and give 
alms. Provide money bags for yourselves 
that do not wear out, an inexhaustible 
treasure in heaven that no thief can 
reach nor moth destroy.  For where your 
treasure is, there also will your heart be. 

” 
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REMEMBERING AND HONORING 

Donations received from April 1st, 2019-September 1st, 2019 

We sincerely apologize for any 
omissions or spelling errors.  

In Memory: 
 
Ed Vogel 

Barb Vogel 

 

Greg Boh 

Charles and Mary Ann Krumpelman 

Stanley and Linda Krumpelman 

Dan and Wendy Tobergte 

Allen and Kathleen Vonderhaar 

 

Greg Hovel 

Ken Bresser 

Dick and Judy Graff 

Amy Rust 

Patrick Sandfoss 

Gwen Vallandingham 

 

George H. Kreutzjans 

Gerry Kreutzjans 

 

 

In Memory: 
 
Holly Heiliger 
David Yetter 
 
James Yourison 
Karola Yourison 
 
Mary Thomas Clemons 
Pauletta Johnson 
Mason-Corinth Elementary 
 
Mary Ellen Fay 
Kevin and Cathie Reis 
 
Thomas Kennedy 
Janice Sketch 
 
 
 

In Honor:  
 

David & Krista Thorburn 

Mr. and Mrs. Pete Manczyk 

 
Peter & Teresa Manczyk (34th Anni-
versary) 

Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Mastriani Jr,  

 

Stan and Ruth Kerb (90th Birthdays)  

Ms. Mary Schneider 

 

Betty Rauch and William T. Ries 

Ms. Mary Ries 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greg Boh was a devoted employee in our 
donation center since 1997. He passed away on 
August 9, 2019. Most days, you would see Greg 
operating the baler.  He always had a smile for 
everyone and took pride in collecting school 
supplies for Immaculate Heart of Mary. Greg is 
sorely missed.  Please keep Greg’s family in your 
prayers.  May he rest in peace.  

Autumn is coming!  
Are you cleaning  

out closets?   
 

Please consider donating new and gently used coats to St. 
Vincent de Paul for the annual Coat Drive, October thru 
December. There is a special need for children and x-large  
adult coats.  
 

Donate coats at any thrift store location or at any of the St. 
Vincent de Paul donation bins located at various parishes. If 
you wish to make a monetary donation, please visit 
www.svdpnky.org and click on the DONATE link. 
 

Coat distribution dates are December 7th and 14th. 

Save the Date! 

Creative Compassion  
to benefit our neighbors  

in need 
 

When:  Thursday, February 6, 2020 

Where: New Riff Distillery 

Time:    6pm to 9pm (heavy hors 
d’oeuvres) 

What:   NKU and TMU art students will 
submit artwork incorporating items from 
the SVdP thrift store.  Art will be 
auctioned at the event.  

A silent auction will also be hosted. 
 

Sponsorship opportunities available 
on our home page at svdpnky.org  

Now accepting donations of unique 
bourbons to be included in the bourbon 
raffle prior  to the event.  
 

Mark you calendars to attend this 
unique event.  
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Check out our new website 
www.svdpnky.org a n d   

follow us on Social Media!  

 

 

Join us for our 12th Annual Turkeyfoot Trot family-friendly 5k run/walk on    
Saturday, November 23, 2019 at 9:00 am beginning and ending at    
Thomas More University in Crestview Hills. 
 

Early Bird Registration is available at runsignup.com through Monday, Sept. 30, 
2019. Offline pre-registration is available by mailing the entry form found at 
www.svdpnky.org with fee, postmarked by Monday, Sept. 30. 
 

Pre-Registration is available after October 1, 2019 at runsignup.com through Thursday, Nov. 21, 2019. Offline 
pre-registration is available by mailing the entry form found at www.svdpnky.org with fee, postmarked by 
Wednesday, Nov. 13. 
 

The event includes chip timing, a children’s fun run, great food and door prizes after the race.  All proceeds to 
benefit St. Vincent de Paul throughout Northern Kentucky to assist in helping our neighbors in need with 
food, rental/utility assistance, and more. 
 

   Sponsorship opportunities available on our  hom e page at w ww .svdpnky.org   
   Questions? Contact Lou Settle at lou.settle@svdpnky.org or  859-446-7727.  

 

Please share with your family, neighbors and friends.  We can’t do this without you! 

12th Annual Turkeyfoot Trot 5k Run/Walk 2019 

Thomas More University 

For name  or address changes or if you would like 
to receive the NewsFlash via email please contact 
Lou Settle at lou.settle@svdpnky.org 


