JUNE, 2020
Message from Executive Director, Karen Zengel
I love to go home. Don’t get me wrong – I love our ministry and the opportunity to serve every
day. But, I still really love going home when the day is done. I live at the end of a street called
Skyview. The name is fitting for the view I am blessed to see from the back deck.
While the end destination is lovely, the path to get there needs some attention. Our street falls
outside of the responsibilities of county maintenance. Skyview Drive is literally crumbling in
places from the wear and tear of the comings and goings of our neighborhood. I’ve witnessed
many bike accidents suffered by my children after hitting one of those potholes. We really need
to fix our street before more damage is done.
The news today is ripe with startling messages: a global pandemic, a struggling economy, brutality, violence, and divisive views on the causes of all of these things. If we only focus on the headlines, it can sometimes feel like our world is crumbling like Skyview Drive.
We must look beyond the headlines. In times of great distress, God brings people together to fix the damage. We’ve
experienced this in our community. As COVID-19 tightened its grip, we committed to responding to everyone who
reached out for assistance in some way. We made the commitment because we knew sharing hope during this time
would be critically important. We needed that hope too. Our prayers were answered. Our community responded:
prayer warriors, helpers like you, funders, donors and community partners. Our outreach expanded to areas and to
needs where we previously did not have the resources to help. God showed us that we are not alone. Through us, he
showed our neighbors that they are not alone.
In the midst of fighting a pandemic, George Floyd’s death has powerfully underscored the systemic injustice that our
brothers and sisters of color have endured. I have felt helpless, not sure where to start. However, my son shared a
keen observation, “Our world has some major potholes, kind of like our street. You can only avoid those potholes for
so long and then they need fixed. We need help filling the potholes.” He’s right and those repairs must start with
turning to our Lord, Jesus Christ. Thanks to a reflection shared by a friend, I am reminded that we need to seek refuge in our Lord because it is Him who brings healing and the transformation of hearts.
No one person can fix those potholes. Just like we’ve experienced over the last few months, we have another opportunity to come together to make these repairs and let our neighbors know they are not alone in their struggles.

Summer Breeze Program
Summer is here and so is the hot weather that comes with
it. We are here to help our NKY neighbors suffering from
the heat and humidity. Our Summer Breeze program
provides AC units to those with respiratory medical issues
and fans upon request. All neighbors requesting an AC
unit must have a note from their doctor. Now in its 22nd
year, SVdPNKY has distributed over 8,000 air conditioners and fans to our neighbors in need of heat relief.
If a neighbor you are assisting would benefit from our
Summer Breeze program, please ask them to call the
assistance phone line at 859-341-3219, Monday through
Friday from 10 am to 2 pm.
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Message from Council President, Casey Guilfoyle
The account of Pentecost, our “birthday” as a Church, has always captivated me. The setting
hardly reveals a peaceful moment as the strong driving wind rocked the room and tongues of
fire descended. Deacon Mike, in his Spiritual Reflection for Pentecost Sunday, aptly posits
that as the Holy Spirit acted, their “potential was unlocked and unleashed’. So too, he continues, we as Vincentians “need to embrace and realize our potential!” His words give all of us
the spark for a renewed commitment to bring HOPE into our broken world. As we find ourselves in these stressful days not only of pandemic and protest, we are all called to reflect
deeply on who we are. Who are we as baptized and confirmed Catholics and who are we as
Vincentians? More than ever we need to rely on and trust the guidance of the Holy Spirit and
especially His gifts of wisdom, understanding, fortitude and counsel to inform and deepen
our calling as Catholics and also as Vincentians.
Thankfully, there are several opportunities ahead to deepen and embrace our Vincentian charism. We can expand
on our “friendship” by finding creative ways to connect whether over Zoom or perhaps by meeting safely in person
in the great outdoors under a shelter. It was so encouraging to see 39 of us connect via Zoom at our June Council
meeting! A recent mantra, “WE > ME” rings true for us as SVdPNKY builds upon solid relationships!
We can also expand on our “spirituality” by being sure to incorporate the insightful weekly Spiritual Reflections
from SVdP National and our own Deacon Mike (all beautifully based on the liturgical year) into our personal daily
prayer and also our conference meetings. Several opportunities to expand on our “service” are also coming up
through the Home Visit Workshop (July 13th) offered by SVdP Cincinnati Please embrace these opportunities as
we work together to better serve our neighbors!
Our own SVdPNKY Revitalization and Extension Committee is continuing to explore how we can offer an Ozanam
Orientation in August or September. We have not forgotten about the 35 registrants wanting to learn more about
SVdPNKY and are eager to help all of them embrace their potential as Vincentians! We are also continuing to work
with individual Conferences that may be struggling with membership and/or “minimum requirements of
Conferences” and hope to also revitalize the Holy Spirit Conference. The Revitalization and Extension Committee
continues to also explore expansion into the parishes of St. Edward and St. Pius.
As we move through the next few weeks, let’s walk hand in hand with each other to fully embrace and realize our
potential, knowing we will reach that potential not by ourselves but in community by the awesome power of the
Holy Spirit!
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REMEMBERING AND HONORING
Donations received through May 31, 2020
In Memory:

In Memory:

In Memory:

Anthony (Tony) Mastriani
Donna Montgomery

Ann and Martin Bresler
Thomas and Ann Knox

Kenneth and Cassandra Krumpelman

Patricia Ann Niehaus
Dan and Therese Moser

Frank Lewandowski
Joseph Larison

Charlotte Alexander
Peter and Mary Defoe

William Jansen
Batesville Products

David Strickley, Jr.
Steven Strickley
David and Claudia Diehl

Carolyn Franxman
Jeff and Monica Egger

Frank Lauer
Richard and JoAnn Lauer
Carl and Mary Wagner

Richard Von Handorf

Robert and Linda Wassum

Pamela Taylor
Bill and Diane Davis

Christopher V. Thomas
Ernest and Naoma Thomas

Louis E. Hellmann
Michael and Theresa Donnellon
Dave and Jane Kleier
Deborah Schaber
John Sinclair
David and Suzanne Teasley
Robert and Diane Wilson

Greg Boh
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Boh
John Boh

Doug and Linda Fussinger
Molly Grosser
Chris Grosser

Joe and Diane Raker
Thomas and Peggy Knorr

Phil Remmel
Roger and Diane Keller

Kathleen Holthaus
Peggy Keller
Roger and Diane Keller

Mary Cay Hentz

Andrew and Mildred Lonneman

Andrea Lonnneman

Andrea Lonneman
Carole Lonneman

Carole Lonneman

Bill Lonneman

Allen Wondrely

Paul Hanneken

Dave and Marianne Meyer

David and Melanie O’Brien

Mark and Casey Guilfoyle

Sr. Pat Murphy
Kathleen Teriau

Art and Marie Rebholz
Norma Rebholz

Margaret Martin
Craig and Norma Tyree

Louise Schulte
Kathy Rottman

Zeta Deye
Betty Abeln

Bill Seiter
Mary Seiter

Patrick Klare Manegold
William P. and Mary Sue Butler

James Lyons

Mary Vogelpohl

Catherine Therese Doty
Dave Doty

Amy Barnett

James and Mary Margaret Cole
David and Carol Hentz

Ralph Kaelin

Thomas Holocher
Edward and Barbara Jasper

Charles Hardebeck

Dr. and Mrs. Richard J. Menke
JoAnne Schuler and Judy Hellmann
Gene and Stella Weber
Wilbert Ziegler

Karen Y. Kellogg
Walter Kellogg
James L. Sharpe
Brian Kessans

Dr. Tommy Mitchell
Robert and Elizabeth Mitchell

Patricia Hollenkamp
Dennis and Joan Halfhill
Tom and Harriett Schulte
John (Rob) Shelton
Lou Settle
Jim and Linda Shelton

In Honor:
Mary Schneider’s 90th Birthday
Bill and Vicki Biery
Barb Dartnall
Karola Yourison
Stan and Rita Bond
Stanley Bond
Morgan and Carol Moore
Pat Moore
Bill Lonneman’s Birthday
Andrea Lonneman
David Burridge
Julie Haviland
Jerry Flaherty
Sandy Rogers
Truman Zilliox
Jim Zilliox
Steve Popple
Sue Marquardt

We sincerely apologize for any omissions or spelling errors.
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We remember and honor these Vincentians that have recently passed away…
may their souls rest in heavenly peace.

Louis Hellman

Allen Wondrely

David Strickley

Frank Lewandowski

Jim Diskin

Bill Miller

Gerald (Jerry) Glen

Mother of God

Blessed Sacrament

St. Paul

St. Paul

St. Benedict

Blessed Sacrament

St. Timothy

Neighbors You Can Count On
Written by: Rachael Victoria
The past few months have been met with a lot of struggles for our neighbors we
serve. The coronavirus has had a huge impact on livelihood of many, including Sarah, a mom of four we had the pleasure of serving. Sarah called into our Assistance
Office looking for help with food and shoes for her four growing children. After
talking to Sarah over the phone, we received details about her life that had been
turned upside down due to COVD-19. She was working reduced hours at her job
and earning less money. Her kids were at home now full time, bored and hungry.
Sarah needed to feed herself and four growing hungry kids three times a day.
We were able to help Sarah and her kids by providing food and informed her of our
food pantry hours every Tuesday and Thursday. She was delighted that this service was available to her family. We also provided vouchers to purchase shoes for
her children at our thrift store when it reopened.
Our thrift stores opened the week of May 25th for voucher customers. Sarah and her kids were the first to
make an appointment and come into our Erlanger store to have a personal shopping experience. Our
Erlanger team did a great job of welcoming the family and was able to give the children some new toys to
fight their boredom blues! The youngest of the family was delighted to receive a new Nerf gun to play with
this summer outside. Even though COVID-19 has brought many hardships, we have been able to continue
to serve our NKY neighbors in need because of you, our Vincentians. We are so very thankful for your dedication to serve others.
Service Update
Our thrift stores opened to the public on June 1st with many safety guidelines in place: everyone entering
must wear a mask for the safety of other guests and our staff, social distancing is encouraged with tape markings on the floor, and all SVdP staff
goes through a wellness check before entering the building. We also have
limited the number of customers who can be in the store at one time to
make physical distancing easier. Our priority is to make sure our thrift
stores are a clean, healthy, and safe space for all of our customers. Voucher customers are encouraged to make an appointment to shop with us. We
want to ensure that our voucher customers are served and can find whatever they need with the help of our store staff. We are delighted to see our
customers once again!
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Microloan Program Turns One!
Written by: Deacon Mike Lyman
Hard to believe, but this July our Microloan Program marks its first anniversary of serving neighbors in need.
During the past year we have touched the lives of our neighbors in need in new and unique ways. We have given
some loans which on the surface carried huge risk. Perhaps the best testament to the program to date is the fact
that every loan is current and several look to be paid off early. Our first loan was for car repairs needed by
Charlene. She was considering a payday loan but turned to us instead. She was so excited when she made her final
payment and could then start putting that money towards savings. Aaron is ready to pay his off early and has
started working toward the purchase of a home. Julia was able to get a new heating and air system installed in the
home for her disabled son who needs the temperature control it brings. We have given loans for seven car repairs,
the purchase of a car, a home repair and the retiring of seven predatory loans. We have done financial mentoring
with an additional six neighbors. Our mentors have been critical to each of the relationships as they encourage
our neighbors and provide them guidance in making good decisions.
Credit is being repaired, but more importantly, attitudes are being changed and lives improved. As we move into
our second year, we hope to be able to extend even more loans to help more people. With increased volume, we
will also need more mentors. We assign two mentors for each neighbor. Mentors meet with their loan recipients
at least once a month and are available to talk when needed. They work with them on budgeting, financial
decisions, and credit improvement. If you would like to consider being a Vincentian Financial Mentor, please
contact Jake Roeding at jacob.roeding@svdpnky.org or 859-426-2649. Be a mentor, and change a life today!

Partners for Prosperity Is Continuing to Prosper!
Written by: Dennis Coyne
At the beginning of the year, several Vincentians started their mentoring program with
graduates. Bob Curtis and Dennis Coyne received their assignment with Jim. They met with
him a few times before the COVID 19 interrupted in person meetings. They have met with
him once a week since then via a three-way phone call. Each group of mentors works with
their mentee to decide how often and what works best. Some are working as teams as Bob
and Dennis, and some on an individual basis.
There are always unknowns in partnerships. However, everyone finds what works best for
their relationship. Bob and Dennis discovered the similarities in this as with the Home Visit
– bringing spirituality and friendship. Listening to Jim’s life’s struggles and his determination to move forward
was inspiring. They offered advice when asked. They offered comfort when needed. They soon discovered that
Jim’s most important need was someone to listen.
Jim is in recovery, regained custody of his 3 children, and is working hard to be a good father and provider. Bob
and Dennis are in awe of his determination to succeed and make a better life for his children. His challenges are
many, especially during the COVID 19 shelter in place. He has rediscovered his Faith and is helping the children
grow in theirs. A generous donor has offered to put all three children in Holy Cross next fall. Jim is very excited
about this opportunity. He values education and especially the religious aspect.
Jim knows that new challenges will come with each day. He has expressed gratitude for the LLC that he believes
has saved his life. And, he is very grateful for the partnership with SVdP that is allowing him to move forward
spiritually and materially.
If you are interested in becoming a member of this program, contact Jake Roeding at jacob.roeding@svdpnky.org
or 859-426-2649.

NEWS and EVENTS
Feast Day Celebration
This year’s Feast Day will be celebrated at
St. Augustine on Saturday, September
19th. Save the date and stay tu n ed
for more details!

SVdP Cincinnati Workshop
What: Hom e Visit W or kshop Including Re-imagining the Home
Visit After COVID-19
When: Mon day, Ju ly 13, 2:00 – 4:00 PM
If you are interested in signing up, please contact Sunnie Lain at
513-345-4966. Once you register through you will receive a confirmation email with a link to the workshop, hosted on Zoom.
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Check out our website
www.svdpnky.org and follow us on
Social Media!

For name or address changes or if you
would like to receive the NewsFlash via
email please contact Rachael Victoria
at rachael.victoria@svdpnky.org

Save The Date: Turkeyfoot Trot 5K
When: Sun day, Novem ber 22, 2020 at 9 am
Where: Thom as Mor e Un iver sity
We will share details as the event unfolds.
All proceeds benefit the conferences and the neighbors
you serve. Proceeds from sponsorships, participants and
volunteers secured by each conference are returned to
help support the outreach of that conference.

When you are shopping online at Amazon, be sure to go
to smile.amazon.com and add Society of St. Vincent de
Paul of Northern Kentucky. When you shop on Amazon
Smile, 0.5% of every purchase you make goes to us! You
must be on smile.amazon.com when making purchases.

